
Hob Hey Wood 

Hob-Hey Wood is an attractive clough woodland of some 5 hectares and was recorded as a site of 

biological interest in 1992.  It also has a blanket Tree Preservation Order on much of the wooded 

area.  The wood is essentially north - south lying with a stream running through the middle.  There is 

a restricted byway running east – west across the middle so that when describing the wood in detail 

it is broken into four sections NE, SE, SW, NW (the order is that given in the tour described later and 

closely follows the order in which the land was purchased by Frodsham Town Council). 

The original reason for purchase was a planning application for motorbike scrambling in Hob-Hey 

Wood about the beginning of 1992.  This was to have been in the SE section, but following a massive 

campaign of protest by Frodsham residents the Town Council were fortunate to have an offer for the 

SE section accepted by the applicant.  The tremendous love of the wood together with fears about 

what might happen to the large part not in the control of the council led to a policy of purchasing 

the wood when the opportunity arose.  All but the NW section had been purchased by 1998.  As an 

additional safeguard the wood was made into a charity administered by the town council.  It should 

be noted that the new plantation to the north of the mature wood is not in the ownership of the 

Town Council, but is a wonderful extension with a permissive path. 

Following the recent town wide consultation on many issues, it has been suggested that Hob-Hey 

Wood is not as well-known as it used to be and thus a site visit in May 2013 to primarily draw up a 

new list of work/management plan has been expanded into this detailed report.  It is hoped this will 

encourage greater use and enjoyment, but please remember, no camping, no fires, no noisy pursuits 

and just pedestrians except for the main track from Townfield Lane 

Hob-Hey Wood lies to the East of Townfield Lane and may be accessed on foot from opposite the 

bungalows near the play area; from Bradley Hall/Dingle Farm or from Ellis Lane.  The wood itself has 

a number of paths for pedestrians only.  Since the track from Townfield Lane to Bradley is a 

restricted byway and may be used by any non-motorised transport a short length of land has been 

purchased to provide a pedestrian only permissive path alongside the narrowest part of the track 

Parcel Acre Hectare Land Registry Date 

     

NE 3.24 1.314 CH 361035 14/05/1993 

SE 3.30 1.341 CH 330951 13/08/1992 

SWa 1.22 0.494 CH 404003 29/10/1996 

SWb 1.68 0.681 CH 424802 07/05/1998 

NW 3 approx 1.2 approx CH 618217 & 
CH 618523 * 

22/02/2013 
07/03/2013 

Bradley access   CH 585685 14/04/2009 

     

Total 12.4 approx 5.0 approx   

 

* Two entries owing to splitting of land covered by CH 571766, 599289 and 601314.  Included 

approx. 1 acre of meadow, which has since had a community orchard planted on approx. 1/3 acre 

  



HOB-HEY WOOD 

May Day Tour 5th May 2014 

Starting at North end from the new plantation and heading into the north east section 

 

Looking towards North Bridge from the north 

Looking towards North Bridge from the south 



 

North Bridge 

Job 1: This bridge is in good condition apart 

from the wire netting, which needs replacing 

H&S priority medium 

This bridge was installed by FTC in agreement 

with the adjacent landowner.  Partly funded 

by the Mersey Basin Trust 

Update October 2014:  The path to the north 

of the bridge has become very muddy for a 

short length and following a number of 

complaints quotes are being obtained to 

remedy this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Board Walk 

Job 2: This board walk is in reasonable 

condition.  However, the netting is curling up 

along one edge and should be re-stapled. 

H&S priority low 



 

Middle North Boardwalk 

Job 3  Rotten plank; only the wire netting is 

stopping it giving way entirely.  Replace 

H&S priority High 

Note: replacing boards like this is not straight 

forward especially with the adjacent tree 

which means access needs to be from high 

side.  With all board replacements it is 

advisable to go with more than one board in 

case close scrutiny reveals other boards 

nearing end of life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View from east to west in north east part of 

Hob-Hey Wood 

 

 

 

View back up the North Slope with bifurcated 

beech tree on left.  This was the first gritstone 

path done by contractors with funding from 

Forestry Commission & Mersey Forest.  This 

path has been successful. 



 

Above: The Dell in the North East part of the wood 

Below: A view into the Southern part of the wood from the track close to the main bridge 



 

The permissive pedestrian path leading up to 

Bradley Farm, lower section 

The path improvements in the southern 

section of the wood were the second phase 

completed by contractors and has been less 

successful than the first phase for a number of 

reasons – the weather was poor immediately 

after completion, to stretch the grant funding 

we did not specify edging boards and our 

belief that the work was not so thorough or 

well finished off in this area. 

The part in the picture above was completely 

washed out after a long period of very heavy 

rain when the farmland above started to drain 

down and across the path.  This was replaced 

to a more rigorous specification, especially 

with regard to drainage.  It has lasted a couple 

of years in fine condition. 

 

 

 

The upper section of the permissive path 

looking north, back towards Hob-Hey Wood. 

Following complaints about the danger of 

using the narrow and very muddy restricted 

byway to the south of Hob-Hey Wood, plus 

the observation that the field edge of the 

adjacent set-aside field was very well trodden, 

FTC entered into negotiation with Dingle Farm 

to purchase a strip of land.  This was 

completed only days before the land was to 

be ploughed. 

It has been very successful as can be seen by 

its well-trodden surface.  It has also eased 

pressure on the restricted byway so that it is 

generally in better condition than previously 

Job 4  Strim grass on path as required in June; 

to be done by Graham or Paul. 

Completed in 2014 by Graham 

H&S priority Low 



 

The southern section of the upper permissive path looking south towards Dingle and Bradley farms 

 

Job 5  The fence at the south end needs some posts and wire replacements.  About four or five posts 

required since none found on ground at this location.  To be done by Paul and/or working group. 

H&S priority Low  Legal priority Low because no livestock in farm field 



 

 

 

Above, the hedgerow from the permissive 

path 

 

Left, the hedge from the Restricted Byway, 

which clearly shows how narrow it is and the 

problem pedestrians had with horse riders 

and vice versa.  The FTC permissive path for 

pedestrians has been very helpful. 

Job 6  Cutting hedge on both sides.  

Completed for this year by John Harding after 

initial work by Paul. 

 

  



 

Returning north to the centre of the wood we 

turn left into the south east portion to soon 

come to a boardwalk over a very wet area.  It 

remains wet year round and it is surprising 

that this boardwalk has lasted so long 

considering it may have been installed nearly 

twenty years ago.  Looking at the decking, the 

boards look thicker than the original 

specification so perhaps this boardwalk has 

seen a major repair in the twenty years that I 

have forgotten about.  It is OK now, but 

unlikely to last much longer, especially the 

submerged supports. 

Job 7  Monitor boardwalk and consider 

getting quote to replace in 2015, i.e. item for 

‘business plan’ 

H&S priority: Low as it stands now. 

Note: this was installed by BTCV and own 

volunteers.  It would be nice to find a similar 

group to do the work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This view shows the modest climb up from 

the wet area along the new south-east path 

(not the middle path that includes a long 

board walk and the middle bridge). 

The path is not too bad here.  Although the 

depth of stone is not very great the path is 

serviceable and not in need of immediate 

attention. 

 

A little further south through the oak 

plantation.  Path still just about OK 

  



 

Now well to the south in the SE section of 

HHW we pass the fallen tree, and the path 

remains serviceable, just. 

However, just before reaching the steps down 

to South Bridge and the fallen horse-chestnut 

the thinness of the stone can be seen where 

the Terram underlay is visible – as shown in 

the two pictures to the right. 

Job 8  Repairs to SE section path. 

H&S priority Low 

Specification to be 125mm (5”) gritstone on 

Terram with edging boards on at least one 

side (the low side if there is a fall, both sides if 

level) and minimum width 1.2 mts. 

Note, access difficulties may mean repairs will 

also be needed further north on this path.  

Quotes obtained in October 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

South Bridge is a boardwalk/simple bridge 

construction at the foot of ‘rustic’ steps.  The 

boardwalk is in good condition. 

Note: there is quite a lot of land to the south, 

beyond the fallen horse-chestnut.  This is a 

wide embankment which has been 

deliberately left wild for wildlife habitat and 

has only been disturbed when we had to 

install fencing at the insistence of a 

neighbouring landowner a number of years 

ago. 

Job 9 Future management of southernmost 

part of Hob-Hey Wood 

H&S priority Low 

It is probably coming to the time when we 

should seek expert advice on what to do with 

this unmanaged area to the south of the fallen 

horse-chestnut tree. 

 

The ‘rustic’ steps leading up into the SW 

section of woodland are in poor condition.  

This part of Hob-Hey Wood is very difficult to 

access by groundwork contractors and these 

steps were put in by volunteers many years 

ago 

Job 10 Repair to SW steps 

H&S priority Medium 

Beyond the resources of the couple of 

councillors who usually turn up as a working 

party with Paul.  If we could get a few more 

volunteers it would be feasible.  Otherwise try 

to get a contractor, but it will be expensive for 

what we get. 

Quotes obtained October 2014 

 



 

Above: View from SW section to SE section 

 

The path in the south-west section of the wood.  This is completely ‘natural’ with no management 

work having taken place in this part, mainly because it was the best of the original trodden paths.



 

Above: Middle boardwalk seen form the SW 

 

Rustic steps down to High Bridge just to the 

north of a short boardwalk.  The high bridge 

has some boards that are rotting – the darker 

looking ones in the detail shown opposite. 

Job 11.  Replace rotting boards in High Bridge 

 

To the left of the path is a boggy area which 

becomes a shallow pond when the weather is 

wet and feeds a seasonal stream that passes 

under the high bridge. 

 

 

 

The repair will not be straightforward because 

of the way the bridge has been constructed.  

Advice to be sought. 

Advice is to re-board over the existing 

H&S priority Medium, but likely to become 

High if not dealt with this summer. 



 

 

Above: Rustic steps down to Middle Bridge.  

This completes the part of the SW section that 

has seen minimal path improvements. 

 

Above: steps leading down from High Bridge 

 

Middle Bridge.  This and the middle 

boardwalk were not checked on this tour.  A 

previous inspection had not shown any 

problems. 

Job 12  Check middle walk and monitor bank 

erosion in vicinity of bridge supports 

Job 13  Consider improvements to steps.  Also 

ask contractor when on site for other jobs 

 

Detail of bottom steps showing the extent by 

which the stone infill has settled and left a 

minor tripping hazard 

Job 14  Get more gritstone put in steps to 

maintain original level 

H&S priority Medium 



 

Left: the path in the SW section, between 

High Bridge and the main bridge was part of 

the second phase of path improvements.  

Apart from the steep slope down from High 

Bridge, which needed steps installing (see 

previous page), this path has remained 

serviceable. 

 

 

 

To the left of the path just before the main bridge is an area which, when purchased, had just a few 

trees and a lot of brambles.  As part of the management plan, most of the brambles were cleared 

and new trees planted.  The trees have now got to the size where they are shading out the bramble 

regrowth.  To the right is a wildlife corridor (see next picture).  To the left was the path up to the 

brow which has been deliberately left to become overgrown.  This is because the view point at the 

top is now blocked out by the new trees and the bench was vandalised.  We also had problems with 

people cutting the wire fence and crossing a neighbouring field, much to the annoyance of the 

landowner. 



Right: signs of a wildlife corridor up through 

the new plantation in the SW section 

Below: vestiges of the old path which looks 

more like a wildlife corridor now 

 
 

 

 

The downstream east support to the Main Bridge.  This picture to aid in monitoring any movement 

in the support.  The main bridge was installed by Cheshire County Council and carries the restricted 

byway that passes through the wood (a restricted byway can be used by pedestrians, cyclists and 

horses including traps and carriages).  All other paths in Hob-Hey Wood are for pedestrians only.  

There is absolutely no access to the wood by motorised vehicles except for contractors working in 

the area. 



 

Above: the western support to the main 

bridge.  The wood was well used during my 

visit with more than a dozen people seen 

including a lady who praised Hob-Hey Wood 

for “Not being over managed – delightfully 

natural” 

 

Above: the pic-nic table and benches, which 

have just about survived in mutilated form 

following repeated vandalism.  There is a 

short path on the left which leads down to the 

stream

 

Above: the stream to the north of the main bridge.  The darker muddy areas show the extent of the 

stream when it is in full spate.



 

Part of the most recently purchased section of 

woodland, the north west.  This broad track 

leads to an area used by cyclists for many 

years. 

 

The weak tree which should have been dealt 

with in March by our preferred tree surgeon.  

At least the main surviving trunk leans away. 

 

The dead trees shown in the pictures above 

have clearly been like this for some time.  

They may have been ring-barked or have 

contracted some disease or have died 

naturally with old age – advice required.  They 

do need removing, and I think the clearing will 

give a good out-of-the-way location for the 

Bee Hotel (not for honey bees, but solitary 

ones who still do what bees do and easily 

have the range to reach the allotments for 

example). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Job 15  Management of the newly purchased 

NW section of woodland 

Ask if Rease Heath College would like to 

organise and carry out a management plan of 

this area 

Otherwise see if a student at the college 

would like to become a co-opted member 

with the purpose of joining our working group 

who are covered by insurance I understand. 

If the work cannot be completed by students 

or local volunteers it will be necessary to get a 

contractor in 

Note: there is no easily traversed path in this 

section, and it should be left like this until the 

management work is complete. 

H&S priority Medium 

October 2014 Update: a Rease Heath student 

who lives locally has been co-opted onto the 

committee and has recently completed some 

chain saw training. 

 



 

The recent purchase included approx. 1 acre meadow of which about the top third has been planted 

up with a community orchard in autumn of 2013.  Job 16: decide if orchard should be extended in 

autumn of 2014.  Update: Replacements and new trees to cover no more than half the meadow are 

planned to be planted by a Frodsham Transition Initiative led community team late 2014 

 

In 2013 our meadow was inadvertently sprayed with sewage ‘feed’ by a contractor who thought it 

still belonged to the owner of the big field beyond.  Since we needed the grass mowing I arranged 

with the farmer to cut the meadow twice before the orchard was planted at no cost to FTC and the 

farmer getting the silage.  Now that the orchard is in place Paul has put up a fence to stop any future 

inadvertent access by large equipment.  Job 17: Engage contractor to mow meadow with special 

care around the orchard trees.  Improved access from Restricted Byway will be required. 


