
Fields in Trust 

•  Founded in 1925 by King George V  

 

•  Operating name of the  

   National Playing Fields Association 

 

•  Patron: HM The Queen 

 

•  President: HRH The Duke of Cambridge 



To safeguard and improve outdoor  

recreational spaces for sport and play  

for future generations 

Our mission 



2,698 sites protected across 

the UK 

 

Covering than 31,000 acres 

 

125% increase in sites 

protected since 2010 

 

Total acreage protected has 

almost trebled since 2010 



A time to reflect... 

• The last time you visited your local – or any – 

green space 

• Place a value on that experience 

• Project those values onto the community 

• Consider the personal value of your green 

space; its importance, its legacy 

 

 



Toller Porcorum 

 

 

  
• Village in West Dorset 
 
• Surrounded by vast green   
open spaces 
 

• But nowhere to play... 
 

 
 
 



Toller Porcorum 

• Recognition by Councillors of ‘urban deprivation’ – 

applies to inner cities and countryside villages 

•Perception of wonderful open space opportunities 

•Woodland, farmland often not accessible 

• No cinemas, no bowling alleys and, perhaps,  

   no accessible open space... 



Current Climate 

 

• New legislation on developing Brownfield land 

• Measures to “reduce the obstacles to house building”* 

• 50% Local Authorities disposed** of land 2012-2015*** 

 - Projected to rise to 59% by 2019*** 

 

• * www.gov.uk – ‘Fixing our broken housing market’ white paper 7th Feb 2017 

• ** classified as sold parks/green spaces, or transferred management to others 

• *** Heritage Lottery Fund, ‘State of UK Public Parks,’ 2016  

 

 



Town Planning and Development Law 

• Clue’s in the name... 

• Designed to support town planning 

•  Interpreted based on need 

• Porous enough to allow development 

• Inclusive of infrastructure – impact far greater than 

‘footprint’ 

• Precedent is set with first development 

 



Charity and Contract Law 

• Fields in Trust utilise contract (or charity) law 

• Independent of town and country planning 

• Significantly less susceptible to development 

• No disposal of land (Contract law) 

• Ownership, management and maintenance 

maintained by landowner 

• Flexible and robust 

 



A site protected by covenant 

•  

http://www.iwm.org.uk/memorials/item

/memorial/15527  

Birkenhead Memorial Playing Field 



The Fields in Trust Effect 

1946 2010 

King George V Field, Drayton, Norfolk – protected 1938 



Centenary Fields – Concept   

12 

•UK-wide programme in partnership  
with The Royal British Legion.  
 
•Fitting commemoration of this significant  
milestone in our history. 
 

•Tangible legacy from the World War I  
Centenary Commemorations that will be  
valued by the general public. 



Centenary Fields  
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HRH The Duke of Cambridge launched the programme at 
the War Memorial Park in Coventry in July 2014 
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HRH The Duke of Cambridge, Kensington Memorial Park 
 



A Centenary Field must have a significant link to World 
War I and should be: 
 

•   Used principally for outdoor recreation, sport or play.  
•   Accessible to the public. 
•   Affordable for the local community. 
 

Centenary Fields can include facilities such as pavilions, 
village halls, indoor leisure or heritage facilities that are 
used for community recreation  

Centenary Fields – Criteria for Applications 



 

 

 
Follow-up call/ 

meeting 
 

 
Landowner makes 

application 
 

Site details 
uploaded onto FIT 

website 

 
Site checked 

against criteria 
 

Legal process 
begins 

Site visit by Fields in 
Trust 

Dedication 
Ceremony 

Process 

Various 
promotions to 

landowners 

 
 

Deed of Dedication 
signed 

 
 



Active Spaces 

 

 

Vision: 

 

‘A society in which all people participate regularly in sport and physical 

activity, contributing to individual physical and mental wellbeing, as well 

as to a sense of community cohesion.’ 
 

• Previously supported projects in areas where London Marathon Events 

Limited organises mass participation sporting events 
 

• Seeking to extend area of benefit across the UK  
 

• Supported the Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge with £1million of 

improvement funding into sites    



The backdrop... 

 

 



Evidence base 

 

 
Fields in Trust 

survey 2015 

•1 in 6 deaths caused by physical inactivity 
 

•  48% of inactive adults want to do more exercise 
 

•  Physical inactivity costs an estimated £7.4bn a year 



Programme aims 

 

 

•Increase participation in physical activity amongst the inactive from 

groups including: 

•  Disabled people 

•  Women and girls 

•  People from lower socio-economic groups 

•  Those at risk of long-term health conditions 

•  People from particular ethnic groups 

•  Older people (55+) 
 

•  Catalyst to deliver sustainable physical activity opportunities 
 

•  Raise profile of local green spaces as important to health and well-

being 
 

•  Secure local green spaces for continued and increased                         

    participation in a diverse range of physical activities 
 

•  Improve community cohesion as well as mental and physical health 



Activation 

 

 

£5,000 towards on-site 

physical activity projects 
 

Delivery options: 
 

•  Our Parks 
 

•  Local authority / landowner 
 

•  Local delivery partner  

        e.g. County Sports Partnership 



Revisiting reflection... 

•  The last green space you visited had an importance to you. 

•  Quantify that importance across your community – almost 

always positive 

•  Consider whether those values should be protected 

•  Can you guarantee your successors will share a commitment 

to green space? 

 

 

 



 
www.fieldsintrust.org 

 

@fieldsintrust 
 

FieldsInTrust 
 
 
 

#LoveYourLocalPark 


