Frodsham Town Council
Minutes from the meeting of Frodsham Town Council held on
Monday 23rd November at 7pm via Zoom

FRODSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
Meeting 17

Attended by: Cllr J Critchley (Chair), Cllr D Critchley, Cllr Poulton, Cllr Lord Pennington, Cllr
Williamson, Cllr Nield, Cllr Stockton, Cllr McKeown, Cllr Sumner, Cllr Wade, Cllr Ashton, Cllr
Griffiths and J O’Donoghue (Town Clerk).
Also attended by: 11 members of the public and Cllr Riley (Cheshire West and Chester Council)

PART A
241. Apologies for absence
To receive apologies
NOTED:

There were no apologies for absence.

242. Declarations of interest
To note any declarations of interest on items which are on the agenda.
NOTED:
There were no declarations of interest. Cllr Ashton reserved right to declare an
interest if she became aware of something on the agenda.

243. Requests from the public to speak
NOTED:
Several members of the public attended the meeting. Members of the public raised
concerns regarding Manley Road Copse, Marshlands and the provision of grants

244. To receive a report.
NOTED:
PCSO Neil Flanagan attended the meeting and sent a written report prior to the
meeting which was circulated to all Councillors (Appendix A).

245. Cheshire West and Chester Council Frodsham Ward Councillors
To receive a report from Cllr L Riley on Cheshire West and Chester Council business.
NOTED:

Cllr L Riley provided a verbal report which was noted.

246. Co-option
NOTED:
The Clerk noted that Steven Milner, Pauline Lawrie and Emma Jones specified
Overton and Five Crosses Ward. Paul Martin specified Waterside Ward.
246.1 To co-opt to Overton & Five Crosses Ward (1 vacancy)
RESOLVED:
It was unanimously agreed to: defer the co-option to the Full Council Meeting
to be held in January 2021; to ask current candidates to re-submit an application letter and
complete Appendix A of the co-option form as to eligibility; candidates to confirm vacancy
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application (Ward).
246.2 To co-opt to Waterside Ward (1 vacancy)
RESOLVED:
It was unanimously agreed to: defer the co-option to the Full Council Meeting
to be held in January 2021; to ask current candidates to re-submit an application letter and
complete Appendix A of the co-option form as to eligibility; candidates to confirm vacancy
application (Ward).

247. Minutes of the meetings to be approved
247.1 To agree and sign the minutes of the Full Town Council Meeting held 28th September as a
true record of the meeting.
RESOLVED:

It was resolved to approve and sign the minutes.

247.2 To agree and sign the minutes of the Extra Ordinary Full Town Council Meeting held 17th
November 2020 as a true record of the meeting.
RESOLVED:

It was resolved to approve and sign the minutes.

248. Finance reports pack
248.1 To approve the expenditure for October 2020 set out in the reports pack
RESOLVED:
B)

It was resolved to approve and sign the expenditure for October 2020 (Appendix

248.2 To note the income set out in the reports pack
NOTED:

The income was noted.

248.3 To note bank reconciliations as presented with supporting documentation
NOTED:

The bank reconciliations were noted.

248.4 To note income and expenditure against budget forecast
NOTED:

The income and expenditure against budget forecast was noted.

249. Over 70s Vouchers
To consider extending the closing date for acceptance of vouchers following the closing date of 6th
November 2020 and agree process for doing so.
RESOLVED:
It was resolved to: extend the closing date for the scheme by 4 weeks; Cllr
Ashton to collect the vouchers (received by 6th November 2020) currently available for distribution
to local residents, via Frodsham Open Hands.

250. Land Assets
25.1

To consider a proposal to dispose of Manley Road Copse.

RESOLVED:

It was resolved to withdraw the proposal.

251.2 To consider a proposal to dispose of Marshlands.
RESOLVED:

It was resolved to withdraw the proposal.

251. Neighbourhood Plan
To note the financial report from the Clerk and progress to date.
NOTED:
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252. Memorial Working Group
To receive a report from Cllr Griffiths and consider revision/amendment of Seats Policy.
RESOLVED:

It was agreed to refer to PPR Committee.

253. Grants Working Group
253.1 To consider the recommendations of the Grants Working Group to grant awards as follows:
Frodsham & District History Society £200, Frodsham Manor House Primary School PTA
£410, Girlguiding Frodsham District £900.
RESOLVED:
It was resolved to accept the recommendations of the Grants Working Group
and award grants as follows: Frodsham & District History Society £200, Frodsham Manor
House Primary School PTA £410, Girlguiding Frodsham District £900.
253.2 To consider a proposal to share the remaining £18,490 of the £20,000 grants budget
between the 4 Frodsham primary schools.
RESOLVED:
The proposal was considered and rejected. It was agreed to arrange a
meeting of the Grants Working Group to consider allocation of the remaining £18,490 of
the£20,000 grants budget on 8th December. This meeting will take part prior to the
scheduled Amenities Committee Meeting. Any recommendations will need to be ratified by
full council in January 2021.

254. Christmas Working Group
To receive an update from Cllr J Critchley.
NOTED:
A verbal report was received and it was noted that all accounts for payment are
processed through FTC accounting system.

255. Committee Membership
To appoint Cllr Poulton to the Events Committee and consider Committee Membership.
RESOLVED:

It was agreed to defer the item to PP&R Committee.

256. Lease Frodsham Community Association/Frodsham Youth Association
To receive a report on the status of the lease.
NOTED:

No report.

257. Christmas Lights
To note that lights in 4 of the wrapped trees are not working, a quotation has been received in the
sum of £10,400 and agree action to be taken.
NOTED:
2021.

The report was noted and it was agreed Town Clerk will seek further quotations in

258. Terms of Reference for Working Groups
To consider adopting ToR for the Memorial Path Working Group, Ship Street Options Appraisal
Working Group and Remembrance/Memorial Working Group.
RESOLVED:
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PART B
259. Exclusion of Press and Public
To agree that in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 to exclude
the public from the meeting for the business specified in Item Number 260 because it is likely that if
members of the public were present there would be disclosure to them of exempt information as
defined in paragraph 1of Part I of Schedule 12A to the Act and the public interest in withholding the
information outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information to the public.
RESOLVED:

It was agreed to exclude press and public from the following item:

260. Confidential Staffing Matters
To receive a report from the Clerk
NOTED:
The Clerk provided a verbal report and it was noted that reception services will
shortly be moved to Office 3 on the first floor of CPH. The HR contract with Ellis Whittam has been
confirmed. CWAC has requested information for TUPE which has been provided.

261. Date of next meeting and items for consideration at the next meeting
NOTED:
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The next meeting will be held in January 2021.
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APPENDIX A
PCSO REPORT
COVID-19:
COVID-19 continues to be a developing situation, and the police's approach to all COVID-19
powers is for officers to Engage, Explain, Encourage the public and only Enforce as a last resort.
The four ‘E’s are based on evidence that people are more likely to comply after a police encounter if they
feel they have been treated fairly, have received an explanation, and have been given the opportunity to
give their view. This fits with the policing by consent model – it’s founded on building public cooperation.
Recently we have had a few reports of potential breaches to the COVID-19 regulations. Thankfully, whilst all
reports are investigated, most are found not to breach the rules.
Community Policing Fund:
Cheshire Police and Crime Commissioner David Keane has launched a new fund that community police
officers, PCSOs and problem solving teams can bid to directly to work with local residents on projects which
make their area safer.
Under the Community Police Fund, Frodsham will be allocated a £1,000 grant for bids that
address community safety issues.
This has been made possible using money seized under the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 to send a
clear message to criminals that crime doesn't pay.
Bids must meet the priorities in the Police and Crime Plan and look to develop a problem solving
approach to prevent crime and anti-social behaviour.
Grants will be awarded to new, one-off projects that leave a legacy as opposed to continuous year-onyear commitments. This could be, as an example, a road safety project, community engagement activities
or a project which supports vulnerable people. So if you have any ideas or know someone who might,
please let me know.
Applications should be sent to pcc@cheshire.pnn.police.uk before 5pm on 18 January 2021.
Traffic related issues:
The COVID-19 Pandemic has unfortunately put a stop temporarily to Community Speed Watch, however I
am hoping to have it up and running early in the New Year depending on where we are with
restrictions/guidelines.
I continue to get reports of issues relating to speeding vehicles. This seems to be the biggest area of
complaint. Recent complaints have come from residents on Bridge Lane, Kingsley Road and Hillside Road.
I have spoken to concerned residents and taken on board their issues. When speaking to residents in
relation to speeding complaints I always promote our Speed Watch Group to see if we can get new
members involved to have greater speed monitoring on our roads.
Whilst Speed Watch remains inactive I have been busy utilising both Smiley S.I.D and the TruCam Speed
camera on problem roads.
We had arranged for a Traffic Enforcement Day for next month, but again unfortunately we have had to
postpone this due to the current Pandemic.
Schools:
Whilst the Primary Schools are quietly rightly limiting the number of people going into the schools, I have
been unable to do any activities this school year so far that I would normally do such as Stranger Danger, ESafety talks and Let’s Walk Road Safety.
I have however been in contacted with all the schools and spoken to staff in relation to ongoing parking
issues. Unfortunately, despite staggered start/finish times for pupils, parking around our schools
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continues to cause an issue.
I have been outside all 4 primary schools at varies stages over the past couple of months in an effort to
ensure the children arrive and leave school safely and that parents and careers park in a safe and
responsible manner.
I have also had to stop going in to Helsby High School at present due to direction from my supervision. I am
still in contact with the school on a regular basis and hopefully I can resume the drop in sessions at the
school when restrictions ease.
Anti-Social Behaviour:
A couple of areas continue to cause some issues for local residents currently. The footpath adjacent to
Green Gates on Ship Street where the bungalows are has seen an increase in Anti- Social Behaviour
recently especially later on in the evening. I have been liaising with residents and Weaver Vale Housing
and have been doing regular patrols of the area at weekends and evenings.
The other area of concern currently is the Memorial Field car park on Bellemonte Road. The area appears
to be attracting younger people later in the evening where they sit in their cars playing loud music, littering
etc. There is also evidence of Nitrous Oxide use (laughing gas) these are the silver canisters that the gas
comes in which is not illegal but can be dangerous.
We have also received a few reports of Bellemonte Road being used as a race track late at night when the
young people have finished on the car park.
After speaking to residents in the area, one though was to see if the memorial field car park could be closed
in some way overnight as is the case with Forest Hills Hotel whilst it is currently closed. This I believe would
be a decision to be taken by yourselves but it is an idea to help reduce the late night activity that has crept
in this year.
Police Surgeries:
My Police Surgeries are continuing during lockdown but are currently restricted to a virtual surgery where
residents will email me and I will phone them back during my hour’s surgery each week.
This is not ideal but is a direction from our bosses at HQ. Hopefully again this will change when
restrictions are eased.
My surgery dates for December are as follows:
Tuesday 1st December 3pm – 4pm
Monday 7th December 5pm – 6pm Friday
18th December 2pm – 3pm Wednesday
23rd December 3pm – 4pm
Finally:
My bi-monthly update doesn’t feel as in-depth as usual due as many of the duties I used to perform have
been stopped, but I feel like I have never been busier so hope this update is ok for you all. If you have any
thoughts on the role I am playing in the community currently or any suggestions of things I can do, please
let me know.
It only leaves me to say thank you all for your continued support and to wish you all a happy
Christmas and best wishes for 2021.
Stay safe
PCSO 20619 Neil Flanagan
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APPENDIX B
EXPENDITURE OCTOBER 2020
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