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HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 
 

 

Title Meeting with Frodsham Town Council 
Date   26th January 2023 
Meeting  Full Council Meeting 13th February 2023 
Report Author Parish Clerk 
 

 

1.  What is the report about? 

 

This report summarises the details of a meeting held with Frodsham Town Council on 26th 

January 2023.   

 

2.  Details and Background 

 

The Chairman met with the Chair of Frodsham Town Council at a Rotary dinner before 

Christmas.  Both agreed that there could be merit in holding a meeting to discuss joint issues 

and any possible future collaboration between the two councils.   A meeting was held on 26th 

January with the two chairs as well as the two clerks from each council.  

 

SLCC’s recent document, ‘The Future of Local Councils’ (2023), recommends that 

collaboration between local councils should be facilitated.  Their survey revealed that over 

half of local councils (54%) had collaborated or worked with other parish and town councils 

in some way.  Some examples of collaboration included: 

• Delivery of joint neighbourhood plans 

• Tackling anti-social behaviour 

• Addressing climate change 

• Provision of youth services 

• Shared service level agreements (e.g. grounds maintenance) 

• Shared staff (e.g. community support officers/wardens) 

• Informal sharing of information and advice 

• Collective responses to major planning applications 

• Joint lobbying of principal authorities. 

 

At the meeting, both councils shared information about their structures and procedures and 

explored current issues facing each community (e.g. anti-social behaviour in Frodsham and 

lack of school places in Helsby).  It was agreed that if the councils worked together on areas 

of joint concern, their voices might carry more weight.  One example discussed was in relation 

to requesting better levels of service from CW&C.  It was felt that periodic joint meetings with 

the borough councillors, chairs and clerks of each council might be beneficial in this respect. 

It was noted that Frodsham TC had already met with Pam Bradley and Hilary Smith (CW&C 

Localities) and had agreed to meet on an 8-weekly basis to share information and any 
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concerns.  It was also agreed that a joint meeting with the local MP might be useful to alert 

him to any shared local issues. 

 

It was noted that Frodsham Town Council had set up working groups to explore the following 

initiatives: provision of wheelchair accessible play equipment and an event to celebrate the 

King’s Coronation.  Their chair invited representatives from Helsby PC to join both groups to 

save on potential resources, share information and possibly to work together on a joint 

initiative.    

 

Other ideas discussed were the possibility of a joint ‘away day’ with councillors and some 

form of collaborative engagement with the local business sector in both Frodsham and 

Helsby. 

 

It was agreed that further discussions would be held after the May elections but in the 

meantime, it was agreed that both parish clerks would keep in touch.       

 

3.  Costs 

 

There could be some future cost savings to the Council by working together and by joint 

purchasing through economies of scale. 

 

4.  Recommended resolution  

 

The Council notes the contents of this report and seeks to explore ways to work together 

with Frodsham Town Council on a number of areas as set out above. 


