Frodsham
TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes from the Meeting of Frodsham Town Council held
on Monday 27" March 2023

Meeting 7

Attended by: Cllr Hayes (Chair), Clir McKeown, Cllr Wade, ClIr Eakin, Clir Sumner, ClIr
Lowrie, Clir Stockton, Clir Lofts & J O’'Donoghue (Town Clerk)

Also attended by: G Reeves & C Reeves (Frodsham Community Association), L Jones & S
Wakefield (Frodsham Youth Association), 2 members of the public & L Riley (CWAC)

106. Apologies for absence
To receive apologies and reasons for absence.

RESOLVED: Apologies were received and accepted from Clir Griffiths (ill-health), C Ashton
(ill-health) and ClIr Anstice (work).

107. Declarations of interest
To note any declarations of interest for items which are on the agenda.

NOTED: Cllrs Wade and Sumner declared an interest in item 118(a) as members of Green
Gates Community Group. Clir Sumner declared an interest in item 110 as an allotment holder.

108. Approval of minutes
To approve and sign the minutes of the Full Town Council Meeting held on 23 January

2023.
RESOLVED: The minutes of the meeting were approved and signed.
109. Requests from members of the public to speak

Members of the public are invited to speak on items which are on the agenda in accordance
with FTC policy on public speaking at meetings: https://frodsham.gov.uk/policies-

procedures/

NOTED: Members of Frodsham Community Association and Frodsham Youth Association
spoke on item 121 in favour of revoking the existing lease and obtaining 2 separate leases from
Frodsham Town Council. 2 members of the public requested permission to continue to lease an
allotment although they no longer reside in Frodsham. The terms of the tenancy agreement state
that tenants must reside in Frodsham for the duration of their tenancy.

110. Allotments
To consider a request from an allotment holder to continue as tenant following house move.

DEFERRED: The item was deferred to the Policy, Process and Revenue Committee
Meeting to be held on 24" April 2023 to consider making changes to the tenancy agreement to
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allow tenants who move out of Frodsham to continue with their tenancies. Clerk to prepare a
report for the meeting.

ACTION: JO
111. Policing report
To receive a written report from PCSO Neil Flanagan.
NOTED: PCSO Flanagan was unable to attend the meeting and sent a report which will be
posted on the website.
ACTION: JO

112. Cheshire West and Chester Council Councillors
To receive a report from councillors.

NOTED: Clir Basey did not attend the meeting and sent his apologies. CllIr Riley attended the
meeting and did not provide a report.

113. Accounts
(a) To approve and sign the month 11 accounts.

RESOLVED: The accounts were approved and signed.

(b) To appoint a councillor, other than the Chairman, to check bank statements against bank
reconciliation reports (Frodsham Financial Standing Order 2.2)

RESOLVED: It was agreed to appoint Clir Wade to check bank statements against bank
reconciliation reports.

114. Assets register

(a) To note that the clerk has conducted a full assets check and risk assessment on all
assets.

NOTED: The checks and risk assessment were noted.

(b) To note that the clerk has carried out a review of the insurance schedule

NOTED: The review was noted.

(c) To approve the assets register
RESOLVED: The assets register was unanimously approved.

115. Training

(a) To note that the Clerk has attended the following training: Internal Controls (ChALC); Bid
Writing (NFP Workshops); Managing Cyber Security (York University); Election Briefing
(CWAC); A Guide to the Appraisal Process (SLCC); International Women’s Day (SLCC);
Procurement (ChALC).

NOTED: The training record was noted.

(b) To note councillor training to date.

NOTED: It was noted that Clir Lofts had booked to attend 2 training courses which were both
cancelled.
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116. Civility and respect
(a) To pass a resolution to sign up to the Civility and Respect pledge.

RESOLVED: Frodsham Town Council agreed to sign up to the Civility and Respect Pledge
as follows:
e Treat all councillors, clerk and all employees, members of the public, representatives of partner
organisations and volunteers with civility and respect in their role.

e Putin place a training programme for councillors and staff.
e Sign up to Code of Conduct for councillors.

e Have in place good governance arrangements in place including, staff contracts, and Dignity at Work
Policy.

e Commit to seek professional help at early stages should civility and respect issues arise.
e Commit to calling out bullying and harassment when if and when it happens.

e Continue to learn from best practice in the sector and aspire to being a role model / champion
council e.g., via Local Council Award Scheme.

e Support the continued lobbying for the change in legislation to support the Civility and Respect
Pledge including sanctions for elected members where appropriate.

(b) To approve the dignity at work policy.

RESOLVED: The dignity at work policy was approved and will be published on the website.
ACTION: JO

117. Standing orders
(a) To approve revised model standing orders

RESOLVED: The revised model standing orders were approved and will be published on
the website.
ACTION: JO

(b) To resolve that all councillors will use the councillor@frodsham.gov.uk email address
as provided together with additional security (Outlook) provided on individual devices.

RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed that all councillors will use the
councillor@frodsham.gov.uk email address as provided together with additional security (Outlook)
provided on individual devices. This will be agreed with all future councillors at induction. No
personal email addresses will be used for council communication. Councillors who did not have
internet access will either be provided with access or receive paper copies of agendas and meeting
documents.

118. Delegated authority

(a) To give the clerk delegated authority to spend up to £2,000 on plaques for the newly
planted oak trees on the war memorial site.

(b) To give the clerk delegated authority to spend up to £1,000 to erect 4 Fields in Trust
plaques.

(c) To give the clerk delegated authority to spend up to £1,500 for signage on Ship Street
play area.
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RESOLVED: Items 118(a) to (c) were approved. Cllr Wade to arrange a meeting with
members of Green Gates Community Group to consider appropriate signage.
ACTION: BW/JO

119. Frodsham Christmas Festival

To consider funding the road closure which is essential for the Christmas Festival to take
place. Approximate cost £2,000.

RESOLVED: It was agreed to fund the road closure for the Christmas Festival.
ACTION: JO

120. Helsby Parish Council
To note collaborative working with Helsby Parish Council.

NOTED: The report was noted.

121. Lease arrangements

To agree division of split of legal fees for providing separate leases for both Frodsham
Community Association and Frodsham Youth Association.

RESOLVED: It was agreed to split the estimated £2,250 cost of providing separate leases
and revoking the original lease between the 3 parties (Frodsham Town Council, Frodsham Youth
Association and Frodsham Community Centre). Any additional costs will be funded by Frodsham
Youth Association and Frodsham Community Centre. Clerk to instruct DTM Legal LLP to proceed.
ACTION: JO

122. Meeting dates

(a) To note that the Annual Town Meeting will take place on Monday 22nd May at 6.30pm.
(b) To note that the Annual Town Council Meeting will take place on Monday 22nd May at
pm.

NOTED: The meeting dates were noted.

123. Exclusion of press and public

To resolve to exclude members of the press and public due to the confidential nature of the
business to be discussed (Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960,s.1(2))

RESOLVED: It was agreed to exclude members of the press and public from the meeting
for item 124.

124, Frodsham Market Charter
To note meetings held in respect of the Market Charter.

NOTED: The meetings were noted.

125. Close of Meeting — the meeting closed at 8.25pm
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