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Minutes from the Amenities Committee Meeting held in Gallery 2, Castle Park Arts Centre, Castle Park, 
Frodsham, WA6 6SE on Monday 14th August at 7pm 

 

 

Attended by: Cllr Hayes (Chair), Cllr Lofts (Vice Chair), Cllr J Critchley, Cllr Eakin, Cllr Holman,  
                                      Cllr Lowrie, Cllr Sumner & J O’Donoghue (Town Clerk) 
 

Meeting 3 

1. Apologies and reasons for absence 
 To receive apologies and note reasons for absence from members.  

 
NOTED:  Cllr Moorcroft did not attend the meeting and no apologies were received. 

2. Declarations of interest 
 To note any declarations of interest on items which are on the agenda.  

 
NOTED:  Cllr Sumner declared an interest in item 5 (member of Green Gates Community 
Project) and agreed not to take place in discussion or vote on item 5. 

3. Public participation 
Members of the public are invited to speak on items which are on the agenda in accordance with FTC  
policy on public speaking at meetings:  https://frodsham.gov.uk/policies-procedures/   

 
NOTED:   Cllr Sumner spoke as a member of the public and it was noted that Green Gates 
Community Project are keen to see the formal planting retained and it was suggested that the group could be 
involved in the maintenance of some of the formal flower beds. 

4. Approval of minutes 
     To approve and sign the minutes of the Amenities Committee held on 10th July 2023. 
 
RESOLVED:  The minutes were approved and signed. 

5. Green Gates Park 
(a) To note the condition of the park post installation 

 
NOTED:  It was noted that: the park is on an 18-month maintenance schedule by Horticon 
however there is a possibility that Green Gates Community Project could take on some additional 
maintenance of the beds; the grading of the soil appeared to be inadequate with large stones in the banked 
areas making future maintenance difficult; some of the planting would appear to have failed due to lack of 
maintenance. 

 
(b) To agree action to be taken 

 
RESOLVED:  It was agreed to: take up the issues of planting and grading up with the project 
contractors, Stephenson-Halliday; place signage on the from double gates indicating access up the right-
hand side of the park and the fact that both side gates are unlocked; ask Cllr M Garvey (CWAC) and Cllr L 
Sumner (CWAC) to take up the issue of the poorly maintained right-hand path with Cheshire West and 
Chester Council to request improvements to be made to enable disabled access; ask Green Gates 
Community Project if they would be willing to form a “Friends of” group to carry out some maintenance of the 
planted beds.                             ACTION: JO 

6. Town Clock 
(a) To note that there were 37 responses to the consultation asking the Council to leave the clock where 

it is. 
 

NOTED:  The Clerk responded to the 37 residents. 
 

https://frodsham.gov.uk/policies-procedures/


7 | P a g e  S i g n a t u r e :  D a t e :  

 

(b) To note that 2 quotations have been received for works to the clock. 

 
NOTED:  It was noted that 2 quotations have been received to the same specification, an 
updated quote from Smith of Derby and a further quote from The Cumbria Clock Company.  Both companies 
have provided a quotation which does not require removal of the clock column for the works to take place. 

 
(c) To note that both quotations require lane closures on the A56 and the cost of this is in addition to the 

quotations received. 

 
NOTED:  The lane closures were noted together with the requirement for an electrician to attend 
when the clock is removed and subsequently returned. 

 
(d) To consider the 2 quotations received (£12,910 and £18,917). 

 
RESOLVED:  It was agreed to: accept the quotation for £12,910 from the Cumbria Clock Company; 
request that the works are scheduled to take place in May 2024 due to road works/closures currently planned 
for Frodsham; request a guarantee that the Cumbria Clock Company will hold the price quoted until May 
2024; request a quotation for annual maintenance of both the Town clock and the original clock currently 
located above the entrance to Kash 22 on Church Street; obtain a quotation for the A56 lane closure; obtain 
a quotation for an electrician to attend site to remove and reinstate the clock.             ACTION: JO 

7. Northwich Town Council (grounds maintenance contract review)  
(a) To note the report following the meeting with Northwich Town Council. 

 
NOTED:  The report was noted together with quotations received for removal of fallen trees on 
Marshlands and tree works alongside the footpath adjacent to Green Gates Community Park. 
 

(b) To agree actions to be taken. 

 
RESOLVED:  It was agreed to instruct: the works on Marshlands and the footpath at a cost of £520.
                       ACTION: JO 

8. Play areas 
To consider the quotations received for works identified during the annual inspections. 

 
RESOLVED:  It was agreed to instruct the following works: 
 

Churchfields 

To remove graffiti from bin at Churchfields play area £100 Low risk (0) 

To repair goal surface £100 Low risk (7) 

To dismantle and inspect the basket swing and replace the 
damaged swing seat  

£1,500 Medium risk (8) 

To raise flat swing seats by 100mm to help prevent wear £100 Low risk (6) 

To replace cap, tighten bolts and build up surface around 
the carpet to prevent trip hazards at the springers 

£650 Low risk (5) 

To clean safety surface £800 Medium risk (9) 

Total cost £3,250  

 
Park Lane 

To straighten the fence to remove neck entrapment £150 Low risk (6) 

To tighten fixtures on the rocker bee and oil bearings on 
gym 

£25 Low risk (5) 

To supply and install caps to toddler slide and springer £100 Low risk (5) 

Total cost £275  

 
Top Road 

To jet wash the safety surfacing £1,200 Medium risk (9) 

To clean the swing seats and tighten bolts on the swing 
set  

£100 Medium risk (10) 
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To patch repair the wet pour at the springers £300 Medium risk (8) 

Total cost £1,600  

 
Townfield Lane 

To reset slabs in front of bench £120 Low risk (6) 

To repair the flooring under the goal post £120 Low risk (7) 

To remove excess links from swing set and replace 
bushes  

£120 Medium risk (8) 

To fit a grass mat in centre of red climbing frame  £130 Low risk (7) 

To make the top beam of the trim trail non slip £110 Low risk (7) 

To repair hole in wet pour £360 Low risk (7) 

Total cost £960  

 
ACTION: JO 

9. Crowmere Lake 
(a) To note the request from Cheshire Fire Service to use the lake as a training venue for the Fire 

Service.  Training would involve water safety and wading equipment and be for a couple of hours on 
a Tuesday evening.  The Service would complete a risk assessment. 
 

NOTED:  The request was noted together with the request from local residents that the training 
does not take place until October 2023 to consider local wildlife and habitat. 

 
(b) To agree action to be taken. 

 
RESOLVED:  It was agreed to request further information from Cheshire Fire Service and to defer 
the item to the Amenities Committee Meeting due to take place on 11th September 2023.            ACTION: JO 

10. Memorial Field sundial 
To consider a request from a resident to install a plaque on the sundial on the Memorial Field. 

 
RESOLVED:  Following consultation with Rotary, it was agreed to install a plaque on the sundial, 
provided and installed by Frodsham Town Council, cost to be covered by the resident.            ACTION: JO 

11. Noticeboards 
To consider the quotations received. 

 
RESOLVED:  It was agreed to accept the quotations, noted that the smaller board would incur and 
installation cost of £200.  Larger board to be installed on Green Gates Community Park, smaller one to be 
installed on Church Street (subject to approval by Zurich Insurance) to replace the board destroyed in the 
recent car accident.                     ACTION: JO 

12. Clerk’s report 
To receive any additional report 

 
NOTED:  It was noted that several councillors are unable to attend the planned Away Day (4th 
September) and it was agreed to see if there are any other suitable dates available for the event. 

ACTION: JO 

13. Date of next meeting – 11th September 2023 

14. Close of meeting  

 
The meeting closed at 19:53 
 
 
 
 
 


