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The following councillors are summoned to attend the Amenities and Planning Committee Meeting:  
 
Cllr D Critchley, Cllr J Critchley, Cllr H Hayes, Cllr A Holman, Cllr R Lofts (Chair), Cllr P Lowrie, Cllr M Nield, 
Cllr B Wade (Vice Chair), Cllr G Wood  
 
Location:   Gallery 1, Castle Park Arts Centre, Castle Park, Frodsham, WA6 6SE 
Date:    10th February at 7:00pm 
Committee Clerk: L Bosman 
 
Note:  Per Terms of Reference 1.10i, council members who attend a committee meeting of which they are 
not a member may do so with the same rights as members of the public. This means they can attend and 
participate during the Public Open Forum but do not have voting rights or special privileges outside this 
context. 
 

Members of the press and public are welcome to attend. The meeting will be audio recorded. 
 

 
 
 Signed:                      Town Clerk:                               Dated: 5/02/2025 
 

 

Meeting 9 

1. Apologies and reasons for absence 

 To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence from members. 

2. Declarations of interest 

 To note any declarations of interest on items which are on the agenda. 

 Public participation 

Members of the public are invited to speak on items which are on the agenda in accordance with FTC  
policy on public speaking at meetings: https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Public-
speaking-at-meetings-2023.pdf  

3. Approval of minutes 

(a) To approve the minutes from the Amenities Committee Meeting held 13th January 2025: 
https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/8.-Amenities-Committee-Minutes-13-01-
2025.pdf  

(b) To approve the minutes from the Planning Committee Meeting held 13th January 2025: 
https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/08.-Planning-Minutes-13-01-2025.pdf  

4. Terms of Reference 

To note the updated Terms of Reference with a quorum of 4 (to be approved by Full Council) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Public-speaking-at-meetings-2023.pdf
https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Public-speaking-at-meetings-2023.pdf
https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/8.-Amenities-Committee-Minutes-13-01-2025.pdf
https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/8.-Amenities-Committee-Minutes-13-01-2025.pdf
https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/08.-Planning-Minutes-13-01-2025.pdf


5. To consider the following planning applications: 

Reference Address Description 

24/02833/FUL Chestnut Barn, Tarvin Road, 
Frodsham, WA6 6XN 

Change of use of building to detached 
dwellinghouse including the erection of a 
porch, free-standing gazebo and new 
driveway access onto Tarvin Road. 

24/03810/FUL Simons Field, Simons Lane, 
Frodsham, WA6 6HF 

Demolition of existing rear extension. 
Erection of double storey side and single 
storey rear extension 

25/00136/CAT 56 Hillside Road, Frodsham, WA6 
6AQ 

Leylandii - Removal. Spruce - Reduce to 
same height as house ridge line. 

24/03012/LBC 4 Manor Farm Court, Langdale 
Way, Frodsham, WA6 7LD 

Replacement of four large windows and 
door to front elevation. (Retrospective). 

24/02077/FUL 4 Manor Farm Court, Langdale 
Way, Frodsham, WA6 7LD 

Installation of post-mounted EV charger 

25/00230/TPO 33 Howey Lane, Frodsham, WA6 
6DD 

Oak 1 - 1m reduction of new growth. Oak 2 
- 1m reduction of new growth. Beech - 1m 
reduction of new growth. 

24/03764/FUL Frodsham Golf Club, Simons Lane, 
Frodsham, WA6 6HE 

Erection of agricultural building and track. 

 

6. To note the following decisions made by CWAC following the meeting held on 13th 
January 2025: 

Reference Address Description Decision 

24/02667/LBC 4 Manor Farm Court, 
Langdale Way, 
Frodsham, WA6 7LD 

Installation of a cat flap in 
front elevation 

Approved 

 

7. Appeal against Refusal of Planning Permission 

To consider whether to make further written representations to the Planning Inspector determining the 
following appeal against refusal of planning permission by Cheshire West and Chester Council in respect of 
the following application.  

The original application was considered by FTC Planning Committee in May 2024 and the Committee had no 
objections. 

Appeal Reference Application 
Reference 

Address Description 

APP/A0665/Y/25/3358311 24/00945/LBC Overton House School 
Lane Frodsham WA6 6AF 

Single storey orangery style 
extension to the rear and side 

  

8. Radio Base Station Installation (pre application notice) 

(a) To note the proposed upgrade to existing radio base station installation off Hatley Lane, Frodsham, 
WA6 6UT. 

(b) To agree response. 

9. Town Clock 

(a) To note that Cumbria Clocks attended on 30/01/2025 and confirmed that a small amount of rust is 
showing through.  It was agree that, once the weather improves, Cumbria Clocks will attend site and 
take the surface back to base, prime and repaint. 

 



 

(b) To agree any further action to be taken. 

10. Frodsham Solar 

(a) To note the report from the recent meetings. 

(b) To agree any action to take. 

11. Tree Survey 

To note that the Clerk is in the process of obtaining quotes for a tree survey of all land under the control of 
Frodsham Town Council. 

12. Christmas Lights Working Group (Cllrs D Critchley, J Critchley, Lowrie and Sumner led 
by Cllr Nield) 

(a) To receive a report from the group. 

(b) To consider action to be taken 

13. Hob Hey Wood 

To receive a report from Cllr H Hayes following discussions with the Public Rights of Way Officer. 

14. Exclusion of Press and Public (if required) 

To consider that, in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, 
and as extended by Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, the public, including the press, be 
excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

******************************************* 

PART B 

15. Townfield Lane Play Area 

(a) To note that the play area is owned by Feeofees Endowed School and leased to Frodsham Town 
Council for an annual fee of £1,100. Any changes to the play area will need to be approved by 
Feeofees Endowed School. The next RoSPA inspection, scheduled for April 2025, will be carried out 
by PlaySafety Ltd. A contingency reserve fund of £20,000 has been earmarked for repairs and 
refurbishment across all FTC play areas during the 2025-2026 financial year. In accordance with FTC 
Finance Regulations, three quotations will be required for any play area works exceeding £5,000. 

(b) To note that a quotation has been received for development of the play area and has been provided, 
in confidence, to councillors. 

(c) To agree any further action to be taken. 

16. Frodsham Caves 

(a) To receive a report from Cllr Moorcroft regarding the sale of 7.4 acres of grazing land, incorporating 
Frodsham caves. 

(b) To agree any action to be taken 

17. Close of meeting      

     
 

 
 

 
 

 
i https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Terms-of-Reference-common-to-all-committees.pdf 
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Minutes from the Amenities Committee Meeting held in  

Gallery 1, Castle Park Arts Centre, Castle Park, Frodsham, WA6 6SE on  
Monday 13th January 2025 at 7pm 

 
The meeting was audio recorded. 

 
 

Attended by: Cllr B Wade (Vice Chair & Acting Chair for the meeting), Cllr D Critchley, Cllr J Critchley, Cllr H 
Hayes, Cllr A Holman, Cllr P Lowrie, Cllr M Nield & J O’Donoghue (Town Clerk) 

Also attended by:  3 members of the public including Cllrs Drapeur & Wood. 

 

 
Note:  Per Terms of Reference 1.10i, council members who attend a committee meeting of which they are 
not a member may do so with the same rights as members of the public. This means they can attend and 
participate during the Public Open Forum but do not have voting rights or special privileges outside this 
context. 

  

Meeting 8 

1. Apologies and reasons for absence 

 To receive apologies and note reasons for absence from members. 

RESOLVED:  Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Lofts (personal). 

2. Declarations of interest 

 To note any declarations of interest on items which are on the agenda. 

NOTED:  There were no declarations of interest. 

3. Public participation 

Members of the public are invited to speak on items which are on the agenda in accordance with FTC  
policy on public speaking at meetings. 

NOTED:  No member of the public wished to speak at the meeting. 

4. Approval of minutes 

To approve and sign the minutes of the Amenities Committee held on 9th December 2024. 

RESOLVED:  The minutes from the meeting were approved and signed. 

5. Finance report 

(a) To note the finance report provided (in meeting pack). 

NOTED 

(b) To agree any actions to be taken. 

NOTED:  No further action required. 

6. Active Travel 

(a) To receive an update from Cllr Holman on FTC Active Travel Maps (information circulated to 
committee members). 

Ref: 10/02/2025/3a
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NOTED:  Cllr Holman provided a verbal update and it was noted that (a) the signage boards 
have not yet been installed at Frodsham Station and (b) it is not yet clear whether there will be any 
installation charges for the signage to be installed in CWAC boards in the 2 bus shelters on Main Street, 
Frodsham. 

(b) To consider the quotation from Staunton Rock in the sum of £450 plus VAT, to amend the maps 
according to Cheshire West and Chester Council’s specifications, for insertion in the 2 bus shelters 
on Main Street, Frodsham. 

RESOLVED:  It was unanimously agreed to approve the quotation from Staunton Rock in the sum of 
£450 plus VAT upon receipt of an invoice for the works. 

7. Hob Hey Wood 

To note the Annual Report provided (in meeting pack). 

NOTED 

8. Clerk’s report 

To receive any further report/updates from the Town Clerk. 

NOTED: The Town Clerk reported that: 

(a) A request has been received from Cheshire West and Chester Council to remove the festive lights 
between the railway bridge (Church Street) and London Road to enable road surfacing works to take 
place in February.  The Clerk has asked for confirmation as to who will pay for the removal and 
erection of the lights as there is no budget for the works.  Dates for the works have also been 
requested. 

(b) An insurance claim has been lodged with Zurich following destruction of fencing at Manley Road 
Copse following Storm Darragh.  The claim was lodged on 10th December 2024. 

(c) The meeting due to be held on 10th February 2025 will be clerked by L Bosman, the Town Clerk will 
prepare the agenda and provide minutes following the meeting. 

9. Date of next meeting – 10th February 2025 

10. Close of meeting  

The meeting closed at 19:08. 
 
 
 

 
i https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Terms-of-Reference-common-to-all-committees.pdf 

https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Terms-of-Reference-common-to-all-committees.pdf
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Minutes from the Planning Committee Meeting held in Gallery 2, Castle Park Arts Centre, Castle 
Park, Frodsham, WA6 6SE on  

Monday 13th January 2025 at 6.30pm 
 
 

Attended by: Cllr J Critchley (Chair), Cllr D Critchley, Cllr H Hayes, Cllr A Holman, Cllr P Lowrie, Cllr G 
Wood & J O’Donoghue (Town Clerk) 

 
Also attended by: 2 members of the public including Cllrs Wade and Drapeur 
 
Note:  Per Terms of Reference 1.10i, council members who attend a committee meeting of which they 

are not a member may do so with the same rights as members of the public. This means they can 

attend and participate during the Public Open Forum but do not have voting rights or special privileges 

outside this context. 

 
Meeting 8 

1. Apologies for Absence 
To receive apologies and consider acceptance.  

NOTED: There were no apologies. 

2. Declarations of Interest 
To note any declarations of interest. 

NOTED: There were no declarations of interest. 

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 9 December 2024 
To agree and sign the minutes as a true record. 

RESOLVED: The minutes were approved and signed. 

4. Opportunity for Public to Speak 
https://frodsham.gov.uk/policies-procedures/ 
Members of the public are invited to speak on items which are on the agenda in accordance with FTC 
policy on public speaking at meetings. 

5. Planning Applications 

5.1 To consider the applications listed below. 

RESOLVED: The comments were resolved as follows: 

Reference Address Description Comments 

24/03347/FUL The View, 3 
Greenacres, 
Frodsham, WA6 6BU 

Single storey upper ground 
rear extension, with roof 
lights and installation of 
door to side elevation 

RELEVANT POLICIES: R1, M4, 
DM11, DM44 
NO OBJECTION subject to it 
meeting the requirements of 
Supplementary Planning 
Document: House Extensions 
and Domestic Outbuildings. 

Ref: 10/02/2025/3b

https://frodsham.gov.uk/policies-procedures/
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Reference Address Description Comments 

24/03630/CAT 43 Main Street, 
Frodsham, WA6 7AZ 

Maple - Remove due to 
concerns of the roots 
affecting the wall and the 
pavement 

RELEVANT POLICIES: ENV9, 
R1, M4, DM11, DM44, 
DM46 
NO OBJECTION subject to 
the agreement of the 
Conservation Officer 
  

24/03639/CAT 1 Manley Road, 
Frodsham, WA6 
6EW 

3no Lime trees (T1, T2, T3) 
- Request to crown lift to 5m 
and crown thin by up to 
20% remove epicormic 
growth and reduce lateral 
reach towards property by 
1m 

RELEVANT POLICIES: R1, M4, 
DM11, DM44, DM46 
NO OBJECTION subject to 
the agreement of the 
Conservation Officer 
  

24/03670/TPO The Bield, Beech 
Avenue, Frodsham, 
WA6 6PS 

Dismantle of Ash tree RELEVANT POLICIES: R1, M4, 
DM11, DM44 
NO OBJECTION subject to 
the agreement of the 
Conservation Officer 

24/03394/FUL Land Rear of Fraser 
House, Bridge Lane, 
Frodsham, Cheshire, 
WA6 7HD 

Creation of three bungalows 
with associated access 
road, car parking and 
landscaping 

RELEVANT POLICIES: R1, M4, 
DM11, DM44 
NO OBJECTION: Previously 3 
x 3 bed houses approved. 3 x 
1 bed bungalows is an 
improvement 

24/03735/TPO 67 Fluin Lane, 
Frodsham, WA6 7QT 

Lime - pollard to 4m, to 
height of other limes in row 
as per survey. 

RELEVANT POLICIES: R1, M4, 
DM11, DM44 
NO OBJECTION subject to 
the agreement of the 
Conservation Officer 

24/03579/FUL 
& 
24/03580/LBC 

The Bears Paw, 127 
Main Street, 
Frodsham, WA6 7AF 

Removal of existing internal 
kitchen extraction system 
and installation of new part 
internal and part external 
kitchen extraction system, 
together with new louvre to 
window and installation of 
ductwork 

RELEVANT POLICIES: R1, M4, 
DM11, DM14, DM44, DM46 
NO OBJECTION subject to 
the agreement of the 
Conservation Officer. 

24/03462/FUL 8 Hillfield, Frodsham, 
WA6 6DA 

Two storey and single 
storey extensions 

RELEVANT POLICIES: R1, M4, 
DM11, DM44 
NO OBJECTION subject to it 
meeting the requirements of 
Supplementary Planning 
Document: House Extensions 
and Domestic Outbuildings. 

24/03615/FUL 78A Main Street, 
Frodsham, WA6 7AU 

Change of use of existing 
ground floor shop to 
become part of existing 
residential first floor 
property. Alterations to 
existing front shopfront 
elevation.  Proposed new 
external doors and 

RELEVANT POLICIES: R1, M4, 
DM11, DM14, DM44, DM46 
NO OBJECTION subject to: 
the agreement of the 
Conservation Officer; it 
meeting the requirements of 
Supplementary Planning 
Document : House 
Extensions and Domestic 
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Reference Address Description Comments 

windows. Proposed front 
railings with gate 

Outbuilding; and the 
agreement of the Highways 
Officer with regard to 
sufficient passing space for 
pedestrians between the 
proposed railings and the 
post box and cycle racks 
 

24/03632/FUL 32 Coniston Drive, 
Frodsham, WA6 7LR 

Replacement rear extension 
with raised platform to 
provide level access 

RELEVANT POLICIES: R1, M4, 
DM11 
NO OBJECTION subject to it 
meeting the requirements of 
Supplementary Planning 
Document: House Extensions 
and Domestic Outbuildings. 

24/03795/TPO Ascot Lodge, 
Carriage Drive, 
Frodsham, WA6 6EB 

Pine trees (4 to 9 on plan) - 
fell 

RELEVANT POLICIES: 
STRAT9, M4, DM11, DM17, 
DM44, GBC2 
NO OBJECTION subject to 
the agreement of the 
Conservation Officer 

24/03684/FUL 139 Ashton Drive, 
Frodsham, WA6 7PU 

Single storey side 
extension, new vehicular 
access, raised decking 

RELEVANT POLICIES: R1, M4, 
DM11, DM44 
NO OBJECTION subject to it 
meeting the requirements of 
Supplementary Planning 
Document: House Extensions 
and Domestic Outbuildings 
AND subject to the 
agreement of the Highways 
Officer regarding the newly 
created vehicular access. 

6. Date of next meeting 
Monday 10 February 2025 at 6.30pm 

 

 

 

 
i https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Terms-of-Reference-common-to-all-committees.pdf 
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1 Objectives 

Amenities & Planning Committeei 
Terms of Reference 2024 – 2025

1.1 To provide and maintain local amenities in an efficient & cost-effective manner. 

1.2 To promote health & safety of the people through co-operation with FTC partners. 

1.3 To co-operate with FTC partners regarding road traffic & related issues. 

1.4 To monitor and maintain; public rights of way in Frodsham, marshlands, 
Memorial Field, Crowmere & Manley Road Copse; Community Orchards; Hob 
Hey Wood; Tarvin Road Burial Ground; Town Clock; play areas and allotment 
sites to ensure preservation for future generations. 

1.5 To enhance the town’s environment through maintenance and improvement 
of FTC’s open spaces and the planting and care of trees. 

1.6  To consider and respond to all planning applications received from 
Cheshire West and Chester Council. 

 
2 Composition 

 
2.1 Membership: Committee will consist of up to 10 councillors appointed at 

the Annual Town Council Meeting. 

2.2 Chairmanship: The committee will elect a chair from its members at its first 
meeting each year following the Annual Town Council Meeting. 

2.3 Meetings: The committee will produce a schedule of meetings at the first 
meeting after the Annual Town Council Meeting. The committee may call extra 
ordinary meetings as necessary. 

2.4 Voting: Only councillors who are members of the committee will have a vote. 

2.5 The Quorum for a meeting will be a minimum of 4 councillors. 

2.6 The Councillors Code of Conduct will apply to all members of the committee. 

2.7 The conduct of meetings (declaration of interests, debate, voting etc) will be 
governed by the council’s standing orders. 

 
3 Rights & Powers 

 
3.1 The committee may spend monies subject to the following limitations: 

• extent of the committee’s budget 

• amount of expenditure on any single transaction as per spending 
limits. 

 
 

 

Ref: 10/02/2025/4



3.2 The committee may make recommendations to the council for consideration 
and approval. 

3.3 The committee may appoint working groups for a specified purpose with the 
approval of Council. Such groups will be task and finish groups and will 
operate under terms of reference agreed by the committee 

 
4 Responsibilities 

4.1 To monitor and manage the approved Amenities Committee budget (Appendix A), 
approved Tarvin Road Burial Ground budget (Appendix B) and approved allotment 
budget (Appendix C). 

4.2 The committee is responsible for the production of written estimates of 
proposed expenditure by the committee for the next financial year for 
submission to FTC for approval no later than the council’s meeting in 
November of the current year. 

4.3 To manage all aspects of Hob Hey Wood, Memorial Field, Crowmere, 
Community Orchards, Manley Road Copse, Marshlands, marl pits, play 
areas,Tarvin Road Burial Ground and allotment sites. 

4.4 To manage the winter gritting scheme. 

4.5 The committee’s remit extends to the provision and maintenance of the following 
facilities and services: floral displays (including hanging baskets and planters), 
public access defibrillators, seats, commemorative seats and commemorative 
plaques; town bowling green. 

4.6 The Committee is responsible for monitoring the Service Level Agreements for 
grounds maintenance and Town Clock. 

 

 

*********************************************************** 

 

APPENDIX A 

AMENITIES COMMITTEE BUDGET 2024-2025 

AMENITIES                                       
COMMITTEE 

2024-2025   

Proposed EMR 

135 Allotments     

1410 Allotment Income  £      1,300.00    

  TOTAL INCOME  £      1,300.00    

4140 Subscriptions & Memberships  £            55.00    

4320 Maintenance  £          300.00    

4600 Utilities  £            50.00    

  
TOTAL ALLOTMENT 
EXPENDITURE  £          405.00    



 
APPENDIX B 

CEMETERY BUDGET 2024-2025 

AMENITIES                                       
COMMITTEE 

2024-2025   

Proposed EMR 

130 Cemetery     

4140 Subscriptions & Memberships  £          100.00    

4210 IT  £          500.00    

4250 Rates  £      1,607.00    

4320 Maintenance  £      1,200.00    

4550 Plaques & Memorials  £          500.00    

4560 Waste Removal  £      1,080.00    

4600 Utilities  £      1,000.00    

4601 Burial Ground Extension  £                   -     £  10,000.00  

  TOTAL CEMETERY EXPENDITURE  £      5,987.00    

 

 
APPENDIX C 

ALLOTMENT BUDGET 2024-2025 

AMENITIES                                          
COMMITTEE 

2024-2025   

Proposed EMR 

170 Amenities     

2021 Grounds Maintenance SLA  £    36,000.00    

4514 Winter Gritting  £      1,000.00    

4516 War Memorial maintenance  £      1,000.00    

4517 CCTV  £      5,000.00    

4760 Play areas add works  £      4,000.00    

4802 Annual RoSPA  £          350.00    

4803 Play Area repairs/refurb  £                   -     £  20,000.00  

4804 Tree Works  £      3,000.00    

4805 Hob Hey Wood  £      3,000.00    

4806 Defibrillator Maintenance  £      1,000.00    

4807 Replacement tree lights  £      5,000.00    

4808 Bulbs  £          600.00    

4809 Rent (Townfield Lane)  £      1,100.00    

4811 Street Furniture  £      1,000.00    

4812 Xmas Light Bulbs  £      1,000.00    

4813 Additional grounds maintenance  £      2,000.00    

4814 Manley Road Copse  £          500.00    

4815 Marshlands  £      2,000.00    

4816 Active Travel Development Fund  £    10,000.00    

4817 Climate Action  £    10,000.00    

4818 Churchfields Safety Flooring  £    17,000.00    

4819 Accessible Play Equipment  £                   -     £    5,000.00  

4999 Ship Street Play Area (maintenance)  £      1,000.00    

5100 Community Orchards  £                   -     £    5,000.00  

8000 Town Clock  £    15,000.00    

  TOTAL AMENITIES EXPENDITURE  £  120,550.00    

   

TOTAL ANNUAL BUDGET £  352,292.00 £  47,246.00 



 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 2024 – 2025 
 

R Lofts (Chair), B Wade (Vice Chair), D Critchley, J Critchley, H Hayes, A Holman, P Lowrie, 
M Nield, G Wood (9) 

 

COMMITTEE CLERK 2024 – 2025 

Jo O’Donoghue (FSLCC) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

i The Amenities Committee and Planning Committee were amalgamated at the Full Town Council 
Meeting held on 27th January 2025 (Minute reference: 27/01/2025/11a/b) 



 
 

 

Meeting 1 – Local council representatives  

Time / Venue:  9am 10th January Frodsham Library 

Attendees 

Cllr Lucy Sumner (Frodsham Ward Cllr / Frodsham Town Council) 
Cllr Michael Garvey (Frodsham Ward Cllr / Frodsham Town Council) 
Cllr Chris Copeman (Helsby Ward Cllr) 
Aidan Holman (Frodsham Town Council) 
 
Mark Flaherty (Cubico PM) 
Andrew Russell (Axis) 
Jon Mason (Axis) 

 

- Could be a point of destination for tourism or education 
- Desire for cycle opportunities 
- Car park – benefit but could also pull business out of the town  
- Car park – want to encourage use but also want to encourage sustainable transport / 

reduce use of cars. 
- Concern over ongoing maintenance of paths 
- Need to consider needs of different user groups e.g. fishermen, birders etc 
- Potential for a ‘bike stop’ by Cell 3 to allow cyclists to walk up onto embankment to 

viewpoint -> bike hoops for locking bikes 
- Ability to maintain RB98 in better condition to allow access to Cell 3 and onwards to 

NCR. 
- Provide interpretation about industry and history of the area 
- Wanted to understand the seed mixes / biodiversity management 
- Need bins and to consider rubbish collection, linked to maintenance  
- Consider classroom area – potentially in control centre if safe. Potential for a hide / 

outdoor classroom for education events 
- Consider organised events / working with community 
- Opportunities to improve NCN5 
- Group conscious of links into the site and how these could be improved. Use of 

Community Benefit Fund discussed / contributions from other developments in the 
area. 

- Opportunity for bee hives / working with local bee group. 

 

  

Ref: 10/02/2025/9



 
 

 

Meeting 2 – Wildlife and Birders 

Time / Venue:  11am 10th January Frodsham Library 

Attendees 

Melusine Velde (Cheshire Wildlife Trust) 
Dermot Smith (BTO Wetland Bird Survey ) 
Tony Parker (Chaiman Cheshire and Wirral Ornithological Society) 
Bill Morton (Frodsham Birder) sent apologies 
 
Mark Flaherty (Cubico PM) 
Andrew Russell (Axis) 
Jon Mason (Axis) 

 

- VP on path by Cell 3 seen as positive opportunity 
- New route along the River Weaver provides opportunities to see out into the estuary. 
- Are there opportunities for additional mitigation in the skylark mitigation areas 
- Preference for solar to be pulled back further from the southern boundary on the 

wildfowlers land.  
- Noted very little car parking for birders. Question potential for layby on Moorditch lane 
- Support for use of screening. However, need to consider potential for vandalism. 
- Addiotnal routes could encourage motorcycles / vandalism – design / maintenance 

consideration.  
- The land profile along the River Weaver may provide screening so may not be necessary 

for continual length of fencing. 
- Interpretation information would be good to help perception of the site in terms of 

keeping well maintained but also may help perception of safety. 
- Need signage for dog walkers, particularly close to River Weaver to prevent dogs from 

straying onto river edge. 
- Would be good for WT or RSPB to manage the Cell 3 mitigation area – and other 

opportunities for wildlife management across the site.  

  



 
 

 

Meeting 3 – Access interest groups 

Time / Venue:  1pm 10th January Frodsham Library 

Attendees 

Glyn Morris (Festival of Walks) 
Ashley McCraight (Cycling North Cheshire) 
Steve Pemberton (Cycling North Cheshire) 
Malcolm Wilson (Ramblers Association) 
Aidan Holman (Frodsham Town Council) 
 
Mark Flaherty (Cubico PM) 
Andrew Russell (Axis) [first half of meeting only] 
Jon Mason (Axis) 
 
 

- Noted that the design should consider the ability to provide access to different users, 
including disabled. Recommended that LTN1/20 is reviewed.  

- Discussed that there would be limitations to the level of access that could be provided. 
Possibility of considering a hierarchy of different route types.  

- Wanted to ensure there are interconnected routes, both in terms of onsite connections 
but also to offsite routes.  

- Suggestion that the paths closer to the access points into the site should provide better 
opportunities for multiple users. 

 

  



 
 

 

Meeting 4 – CWaC officers  

Time / Venue:  11:30am 22nd January The Portal, Ellesmere Port 

Attendees 

Paul Friston (CWaC Planning Case Officer) 
John Seiler (CWaC Landscape Officer) 
Laura Hughes (CWaC Ecologist) 
James Orme (CWaC Footpaths officer) 
 
Mark Flaherty (Cubico PM) 
Andrew Russell (Axis) 
Jon Mason (Axis) 

 

- Will the new footpaths be retained beyond the life of the development? (Paul) This is 
likely to be limited by land ownership. Lease agreement is for 40 years for the proposed 
development.  Permissive footpaths are possible under the lease terms and would be in 
place for the full period but making footpaths permanent is unlikely to be possible 

- Please ensure that other wildlife disturbance on site due to for example expansion of 
footpath network is covered. e.g. birds nesting in hedgerows, badgers etc. Please can 
this be documented even if only to identify mitigation measures have been considered 
to account for disturbance. Recognition that access to nature has benefits but can 
come with impacts. (Laura) 

- Better to have recognised routes than public making numerous desire lines. 
- Signage could help deter antisocial behaviour. 
- Advantages and disadvantages of car parking discussed – considered unlikely that many 

people would walk from Frodsham to access the site; car park could encourage 
antisocial use; would provide better access to all user groups  

- Presence of Skylark mitigation area is reassuring and makes the balance seem more 
appropriate, gives a perception that birds are catered for  (Laura) 

- Solar panel colour. Can we look to identify the most recessive colour? Current 
photomontage from Frodsham Hill is excellent quality but similarity of colour to the 
water in the estuary is questioned (John) Axis to ensure that methodology for 
photomontage production is clear in this regard 

- LVIA Assessment conclusion does not in John’s view give sufficient weight to landscape 
value at Frodsham war memorial or to the vast scale of the development  

- Reservations about losing the diverse range of views within the site, including open 
views across estuary and views to Frodsham Hill. In response, Axis considers that this 
has been taken account of in the design – we will need to communicate this clearly in 
the Design Approach Document. 

- Footpath surfaces. Some were very difficult to use on the site visit – this will need 
addressing. 



 
 

 

- In the context of discussion of changes in view from existing routes on site and the 
prospect of improving site accessibility there was discussion around added social value. 
i. e. currently few people experience this landscape.  Whilst the solar farm may detract 
in some ways from some vantage points, overall, there will be more users and more 
locations from which to experience the landscape – so there should be a net benefit so 
long as the range of views is largely preserved and surfacing of paths is suitable to allow 
access. 

- Consider impact of improving the footpaths on ecology during construction period 
(James)  

- Noted that there will be 40-years duration of maintenance  
- Examples of approaches to shared access for different user types were discussed – e.g. 

Wirral Way Hooton to Hadlow Station;  The Meadows (Toptrak finish) 
- The Rows – an example of compromises made where full DDA cannot ever be achieved  
- Peter Grime is Disability Access officer  
- Discussion around Battery location – The site is well hidden from within the marshes (i.e. 

from footpaths) but is visible from Frodsham Hill.  Location has been determined based 
on proximity to grid connection.  Areas further west are unsuitable due to being at risk of 
flooding. This logic will be explained in the Design Approach Document. 


