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The following councillors are summoned to attend the Amenities and Planning Committee Meeting:  
 
Cllr D Critchley, Cllr J Critchley, Cllr H Hayes, Cllr A Holman, Cllr R Lofts (Chair), Cllr P Lowrie, Cllr M Nield, 
Cllr B Wade (Vice Chair), Cllr G Wood  
 
Location:   Gallery 1, Castle Park Arts Centre, Castle Park, Frodsham, WA6 6SE 
Date:    10th March 2025 at 7:00pm 
 
Note:  Per Terms of Reference 1.10i, council members who attend a committee meeting of which they are 
not a member may do so with the same rights as members of the public. This means they can attend and 
participate during the Public Open Forum but do not have voting rights or special privileges outside this 
context. 
 

Members of the press and public are welcome to attend. The meeting will be audio recorded. 
 

 
 
 Signed:                      Town Clerk:                               Dated: 
 
 

Meeting 2 

1. Apologies and reasons for absence 

 To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence from members. 

2. Declarations of interest 

 To note any declarations of interest on items which are on the agenda.  

3. Public participation 

Members of the public are invited to speak on items which are on the agenda in accordance with FTC  
policy on public speaking at meetings: https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Public-
speaking-at-meetings-2023.pdf  

4. Approval of minutes 

To approve the minutes from the Amenities & Planning Committee Meeting held 10th February 2025 

5. Committee Budget 

To approve a virement from budget item 4760 (Play area additional works) to 4999 (Ship Street play 
area) of £2,876 to cover additional works carried out. 

6. To consider the following planning applications: 

Reference Address Description 

25/00309/TPO 77 Fluin Lane, Frodsham, WA6 
7QU 

1x lime (A) - reduce height by 5m, reduce 
radial width by 1.5m 1x lime (B) - reduce 
height by 5m, reduce radial width by 1.5m 
1x holly (c) - reduce height by 4m, reduce 
radial width by 0.5m 

25/00251/FUL 46 Howey Lane, Frodsham, WA6 
6DL 

Single storey rear and first floor side 
extension 

  

05/03/2025

https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Public-speaking-at-meetings-2023.pdf
https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Public-speaking-at-meetings-2023.pdf


25/00306/FUL Marling House, Top Road, 
Frodsham, WA6 6SN 

Two storey rear extension 

24/02834/FUL Car Park, Eddisbury Square, 
Frodsham 

Installation of 4 Electric Vehicle Charging 
Bays, feeder pillar, EV power units, 
substation, a flood light and bollards with 
signage 

25/00415/FUL 95 Townfield Lane, Frodsham, WA6 
7RJ 

Install new render to all external brickwork 

25/00579/TPO 15 Orchard Close, Frodsham, WA6 
6DS 

Oak (T1) to be dead wooded - Crown 
reduction of 30% (appox 3m) to growth 
points 

25/00416/FUL 51 Fairways, Frodsham, WA6 7RY Single storey rear extension, first floor side 
extension above garage with part 
conversion of garage to habitable space. 
Alteration to ground floor front window 
opening 

 

7. To note comments already submitted to meet CWaC deadlines between FTC meetings 

Reference Address Description Comments 

25/00309/TPO 77 Fluin Lane, Frodsham, 
WA6 7QU 

1x lime (A) - reduce height by 5m, 
reduce radial width by 1.5m 1x 
lime (B) - reduce height by 5m, 
reduce radial width by 1.5m 1x 
holly (c) - reduce height by 4m, 
reduce radial width by 0.5m 

No objection 

24/02834/FUL Car Park, Eddisbury 
Square, Frodsham 

Installation of 4 Electric Vehicle 
Charging Bays, feeder pillar, EV 
power units, substation, a flood 
light and bollards with signage 

No objection 

 

8. Grant from Mersey Forest 

(a) To note that that Northwich Town Council can supply 175 trees (at cost) and equipment as specified 
in the grant (£1,370) and will provide the planting labour at no cost. 

(b) To note that Hob Hey Wood Friends will provide support with planting together with members of the 
FTC admin team. 

(c) To agree a planting date and time for week beginning 24th March 2025 

(d) To agree any further action 

9. Hob Hey Wood 

(a) To receive a report from Cllr Hayes on the designation of Hob Hey Wood as a Local Nature Reserve 
(LNR), with no financial cost to the Council. 

(b) To agree action to be taken 

10. Christmas Lights Working Group 

(c) To receive a verbal report from Cllr M Nield 

(d) To consider action to be taken 

11. RoSPA Play Area Inspections 

To note that the annual inspections will take place in April 2025. 

  



 

12. Safety Surfacing – Top Road & Churchfields Play Areas 

(a) To note quotations received 

(b) To agree action to be taken 

13. Planters 

(a) To note the report provided and receive any additional information from Cllr Hayes 

(b) To agree any action to be taken 

14. Active Travel Working Group 

(a) To note the report from a meeting held 12/02/2025 (circulated via email on 4/03/2025) 

(b) To note the report provided by Cllr Holman 

(c) To agree any action to be taken 

15. Close of meeting      

     
 

 
i https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Terms-of-Reference-common-to-all-committees.pdf 

https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Terms-of-Reference-common-to-all-committees.pdf
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Minutes from the Amenities and Planning Committee Meeting held on 10th February 2025 in 

Gallery 1, Castle Park Arts Centre, Castle Park, Frodsham, WA6 6SE 
 

The meeting was audio recorded. 
 

 
  
Attended by: Cllr D Critchley, Cllr J Critchley, Cllr H Hayes, Cllr R Lofts (Chair), Cllr P Lowrie, Cllr M Nield, 
Cllr B Wade (Vice Chair), Cllr G Wood & L Bosman (Committee Clerk) 
 
Also attended by: J Moorcroft (non-committee member) 
 

Meeting 1 

1. Apologies and reasons for absence 

 To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence from members. 

RESOLVED:  Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Holman (personal). 

2. Declarations of interest 

 To note any declarations of interest on items which are on the agenda. 

NOTED: There were no declarations of interest. 

3.  Public participation 

Members of the public are invited to speak on items which are on the agenda in accordance with FTC  
policy on public speaking at meetings: https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Public-
speaking-at-meetings-2023.pdf  

NOTED: Other than a non-committee member, no member of the public attended the meeting. 

4. Approval of minutes 

(a) To approve the minutes from the Amenities Committee Meeting held 13th January 2025: 
https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/8.-Amenities-Committee-Minutes-13-01-
2025.pdf  

RESOLVED:  The minutes were unanimously approved and signed. 

(b) To approve the minutes from the Planning Committee Meeting held 13th January 2025: 
https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/08.-Planning-Minutes-13-01-2025.pdf  

RESOLVED:  The minutes were unanimously approved and signed. 

5. Terms of Reference 

To note the updated Terms of Reference with a quorum of 4 (to be approved by Full Council) 

RESOLVED:  The Terms of Reference were approved. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ref: 10/03/2025/4

https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Public-speaking-at-meetings-2023.pdf
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https://frodsham.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/08.-Planning-Minutes-13-01-2025.pdf
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6. To consider the following planning applications: 

Reference Address Description Comments 

24/02833/FUL Chestnut Barn, Tarvin 
Road, Frodsham, WA6 
6XN 

Change of use of building to 
detached dwellinghouse 
including the erection of a 
porch, free-standing gazebo 
and new driveway access 
onto Tarvin Road. 

POLICIES: STRAT9; M4; 
DM11; DM17; GBC2; DM44 
 
NO OBJECTION subject to 
the porch and gazebo 
extension meeting the 
requirement of 
Supplementary Planning 
Document: House Extensions 
and Domestic Outbuildings 

24/03810/FUL Simons Field, Simons 
Lane, Frodsham, WA6 
6HF 

Demolition of existing rear 
extension. Erection of double 
storey side and single storey 
rear extension 

POLICIES: STRAT9; M4; 
DM11; DM17; GBC2; DM44; 
DM51 
 
NO OBJECTION subject to 
the extension meeting the 
requirement of 
Supplementary Planning 
Document: House Extensions 
and Domestic Outbuildings 

25/00136/CAT 56 Hillside Road, 
Frodsham, WA6 6AQ 

Leylandii - Removal. Spruce - 
Reduce to same height as 
house ridge line. 

POLICIES: DM46; R1; M4; 
DM11; DM44 
 
NO OBJECTION subject to 
the agreement of the 
Conservation Officer 

24/03012/LBC 4 Manor Farm Court, 
Langdale Way, 
Frodsham, WA6 7LD 

Replacement of four large 
windows and door to front 
elevation. (Retrospective). 

POLICIES: R1; M4; DM11; 
DM44 
 
NO OBJECTION subject to 
the agreement of the 
Conservation Officer 

24/02077/FUL 4 Manor Farm Court, 
Langdale Way, 
Frodsham, WA6 7LD 

Installation of post-mounted 
EV charger 

POLICIES: R1; M4; DM11; 
DM44 
 
NO OBJECTION amended 
plan accords with the 
alternative arrangement 
suggested by FTC on 7 Oct 

25/00230/TPO 33 Howey Lane, 
Frodsham, WA6 6DD 

Oak 1 - 1m reduction of new 
growth. Oak 2 - 1m reduction 
of new growth. Beech - 1m 
reduction of new growth. 

POLICIES: R1; M4; DM11; 
DM44 
 
NO OBJECTION amended 
plan accords with the 
alternative arrangement 
suggested by FTC on 7 Oct 

24/03764/FUL Frodsham Golf Club, 
Simons Lane, 
Frodsham, WA6 6HE 

Erection of agricultural 
building and track. 

NO OBJECTION provided 
suitable provisions for 
Frodsham Footpath FP24 are 
addressed. Hawthorn and 
Blackthorn may not be 
appropriate hedging for the 
footpath boundary. The Public 
Rights of Way Officer needs 
to be consulted. 
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7. To note the following decisions made by CWAC following the meeting held on 13th 
January 2025: 

Reference Address Description Decision 

24/02667/LBC 4 Manor Farm Court, 
Langdale Way, 
Frodsham, WA6 7LD 

Installation of a cat flap in 
front elevation 

Approved 

 

8. Appeal against Refusal of Planning Permission 

To consider whether to make further written representations to the Planning Inspector determining the 
following appeal against refusal of planning permission by Cheshire West and Chester Council in respect of 
the following application.  

The original application was considered by FTC Planning Committee in May 2024 and the Committee had no 
objections. 

Appeal Reference Application 
Reference 

Address Description 

APP/A0665/Y/25/3358311 24/00945/LBC Overton House School 
Lane Frodsham WA6 6AF 

Single storey orangery style 
extension to the rear and side 

RESOLVED:  It was unanimously agreed to make no further comment. 

9. Radio Base Station Installation (pre application notice) 

(a) To note the proposed upgrade to existing radio base station installation off Hatley Lane, Frodsham, 
WA6 6UT. 

(b) To agree response. 

RESOLVED:  No response required. 

10. Town Clock 

(a) To note that Cumbria Clocks attended on 30/01/2025 and confirmed that a small amount of rust is 
showing through.  It was agreed that, once the weather improves, Cumbria Clocks will attend site and 
take the surface back to base, prime and repaint. 

NOTED:  The information was noted. 

(b) To agree any further action to be taken. 

RESOLVED:  It was agreed that the contractor must bear the full cost of any traffic measures 
necessary to complete the remediation works.  Town Clerk to confirm. 

ACTION: JO 

11. Frodsham Solar 

(a) To note the report from the recent meetings. 

NOTED:  The report, provided by Cubico, was noted. 

(b) To agree any action to take. 

RESOLVED:  It was agreed that: the Council’s view should be presented at Cubico meetings rather 
than that of an individual councillor; that car parking is considered together with access; that Cllr Wood will 
accompany Cllr Holman as representatives of the council at any future consultation meeting. 

12. Tree Survey 

To note that the Clerk is in the process of obtaining quotes for a tree survey of all land under the control of 
Frodsham Town Council. 

NOTED 
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13. Christmas Lights Working Group (Cllrs D Critchley, J Critchley, Lowrie and Sumner led 
by Cllr Nield) 

(a) To receive a report from the group. 

NOTED:  No meeting has yet been held. 

(b) To consider action to be taken. 

RESOLVED:  It was agreed: to hold a meeting following the Finance Committee Meeting on 24th 
February to consider a recommendation to Amenities & Planning Committee for a specification for 
replacement lighting; Cllr Wood to join the working group; Cllr Neild to invite Ian Parkin to join the working 
group. 

ACTION: MN 

14. Hob Hey Wood 

To receive a report from Cllr H Hayes following discussions with the Public Rights of Way Officer. 

NOTED:  Cllr Hayes met with the Public Rights of Way Officer to look at the drainage issues.  
Cheshire West and Chester Council will meet the costs of the works to the permissive paths which will 
improve the current situation.  This will involve putting a drain in the PROW (both routes) and levelling the 
surfaces.  It will be necessary to put a closure on the public rights of way for a few days while the work is 
completed. No timescales are available at present. 

15. Exclusion of Press and Public (if required) 

To consider that, in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, 
and as extended by Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, the public, including the press, be 
excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

******************************************* 
PART B 

16. Townfield Lane Play Area 

(a) To note that the play area is owned by Feeofees Endowed School and leased to Frodsham Town 
Council for an annual fee of £1,100. Any changes to the play area will need to be approved by 
Feeofees Endowed School. The next RoSPA inspection, scheduled for April 2025, will be carried out 
by PlaySafety Ltd. A contingency reserve fund of £20,000 has been earmarked for repairs and 
refurbishment across all FTC play areas during the 2025-2026 financial year. In accordance with FTC 
Finance Regulations, three quotations will be required for any play area works exceeding £5,000. 

NOTED:  The information was noted. 

(b) To note that a quotation has been received for development of the play area and has been provided, 
in confidence, to councillors. 

NOTED:  Two separate quotes for different play schemes for the area have now been received. 
No formal specifications have been discussed, agreed upon, or ratified by the full council. Councillors were 
uncertain whether Feeofees approval is required for any proposed changes to the play area, including 
equipment installations and pathway modifications.  Clerk to confirm. 

ACTION: JO 
(c) To agree any further action to be taken. 

RESOLVED:  It was agreed that the development of the play area will be considered at the full 
council meeting scheduled for 24th March 2025. 

17. Frodsham Caves 

(a) To receive a report from Cllr Moorcroft regarding the sale of 7.4 acres of grazing land, incorporating 
Frodsham caves. 

NOTED:  Cllr Moorcroft provided a verbal report which was noted. 

(b) To agree any action to be taken. 

RESOLVED:  Cllr Moorcroft agreed to arrange a meeting with members of the council and the 
current landowner.                          ACTION: JM
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18. Close of meeting      

The meeting closed at 8.04pm 
 
 



10/03/2025/9a 

Hob Hey Wood: Should We Designate it as a Local Nature Reserve 

 

What is a Local Nature Reserve? 

Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) are a statutory designation made under Section 21 of the National 

Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 by principal local authorities. 

They are places with wildlife or geological features that are of special interest locally. They offer 

people opportunities to study or learn about nature or simply to enjoy it.  

They are an impressive natural resource which makes an important contribution to England's 

biodiversity. 

 

What are the benefits of Local Nature Reserves for people? 

Contact with nature is vital for wellbeing and quality of life, and everyone should be able to benefit 
from this. As accessible green spaces close to where people live, typically reached on foot, bicycle, or 
bus, LNRs can help achieve this.  
 
They support and protect habitats and species and allow people to get close to nature and 
appreciate the contribution it makes to their quality of life. 
 
LNRs are places to play, learn and explore that can also deliver significant physical and mental health 
benefits. They give individuals and communities a range of ways to get involved in the natural 
environment; be it wildlife watching, fossil collecting, green gyms or running – there’s something for 
everyone. Big or small, out in the countryside or deep in the city, LNRs are good for people and good 
for wildlife. 

 

What are the benefits of Local Nature Reserves for the local authority? 

Declaring an LNR offers many benefits for local authorities such as improving local quality of life, 
health and wellbeing. 

An LNR creates new spaces for education, enjoyment and recreation, helps attract visitors and 
preserves links with the local community’s past. 

It safeguards local ecosystem services – the benefits nature provides for people – such as reducing 

carbon in the atmosphere or absorbing surface water. 

Protecting and enhancing the natural heritage is also a key part of building sustainable communities. 

Declaring an LNR draws attention to the land’s nature conservation and recreation interest and 
provides a positive use for land that might otherwise be perceived as available for development. 

An LNR can be given protection against damaging operations. It also has protection against 
development on and around it. This protection is usually given via the Local Plan, (produced by the 
planning authority), and often supplemented by local by-laws. Unlike national designations, the level 
and type of protection afforded by an LNR is decided locally and varies from site to site. 

 



 
Does Hob Hey meet the requirements for LNR designation? 

Yes, as an ancient woodland of high biodiversity, within easy reach of the whole of Frodsham, well 
visited by local people, and owned by the local council, Hob Hey is ideal for LNR designation. 

 
What is the process for designating Hob Hey as a Local Nature Reserve? 

LNRs are a statutory designation made under Section 21 of the National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act 1949 by principal local authorities (in our case, CW&C). Parish and Town Councils (so 
FTC) can also declare LNRs but they must have the powers to do so delegated to them by a principal 
local authority. 

To declare your site as an LNR, first you should contact Natural England by email: 
consultations@naturalengland.org.uk or telephone: 0300 060 3900. 

You’ll be asked to formally declare your LNR by sending a draft declaration document - you can use 
the declaration document template (Ref. 1). It must be signed by the relevant local authority 
committees, have a map showing the boundary and a management plan detailing: 

• ownership of the land 

• any agreements or partnerships 

• why the LNR site was chosen 

• aims and objectives 

• biodiversity management and environmental education 

• community participation, access and visitor management 

• costs and funding arrangements 

Following the consultation, you will be asked to send the final declaration document to Natural 
England, signed by the relevant local authority committees. 

 
References 

1. https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a75ac4de5274a545822d53f/LNR-
declaration.doc 

2. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/create-and-manage-local-nature-reserves 
3. https://naturalengland-defra.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/Defra::local-nature-

reserves-england/about 
4. https://naturenet.net/status/lnr.html 
5. https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pdf/LNRs_in_England_A_gui

de_to_their_selection_and_declaration_2010.pdf 

 

Mark O’Sullivan 

27/02/2024 
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Ref: 10/03/2025/13a 
 

Report on Potential Installation of Planters at Welcome to Frodsham Signs 
 
1. Introduction 
There is an opportunity for the Will to Work group to create planters using repurposed 
pallets to be placed in front of the "Welcome to Frodsham" signs. These planters could be 
maintained by a local gardening group, enhancing the visual appeal of the area. 

2. Required Permissions and Application Process 
Before installation, an application must be submitted to Cheshire West and Chester Council 
(CWAC) for formal permission. Key considerations before applying include: 

• Once a licence is issued, the licence holder assumes full responsibility for the 
purchase, installation, and ongoing maintenance of the street furniture. 

• Installation must be carried out by an approved New Roads and Street Works Act 
(NRSWA) accredited contractor. 

• Additional conditions may be imposed depending on the planter's location, size, 
type, construction, and whether it is permanent or temporary. 

• Design, materials, construction, and siting must be approved prior to installation. 

• CWAC retains the right to revoke the licence and remove the furniture at any time. 

• The licence holder must provide evidence of adequate Public Liability Insurance 
covering up to £5,000,000. 

3. Application Requirements 
There is no cost associated with obtaining a street furniture licence. However, the following 
documentation must be submitted for a successful application: 

• Public Liability Insurance details 

• Evidence of relevant Planning Permission (if applicable) 

• Accurate details of the proposed planter, including location, size, type, construction, 
and whether it is temporary or permanent 

4. Assessment and Approval Timeline 
Once the application is submitted, the CWAC Highways team will aim to assess it within ten 
working days and provide an update, usually via email. 

5. Conclusion 
The proposal to install planters near the "Welcome to Frodsham" signs has potential benefits 
for the local community. However, to proceed, the necessary permissions and conditions 
outlined by CWAC must be met. Collaboration with an accredited contractor and securing 
the required insurance will be essential steps in moving forward with this initiative. 

 



Ref: 10/03/2025/12b 
Active Travel Working Group Update 
 
Amenities & Planning Committee Meeting – 10th March 2025 
 

1. Cycling Events 
 

Last year, the Active Travel Group organised several events focused on bike maintenance and Bikeability. This 
year, we aim to host a single, larger event to encourage children, adults, and families to get back on their bikes 
over the summer. 
 
We are also exploring collaboration with Cycling UK through their Big Bike Revival Scheme, which supports 
similar initiatives—particularly those designed to help adults regain confidence in cycling after a long break. 
 
Funding: 
 

• Some funding may be required for this year’s cycling event. 

• Cycling UK funding applications open at the end of the month. 

• Last year, one event was free, while another cost £150. 
 

2. Discover Frodsham Boards 
 

• The modified artwork for the Discover Frodsham Maps has been submitted to the Bus Infrastructure 
Team at CWAC. 

• Bus Stop Installation: CWAC has confirmed they can prepare and install the maps and have not 
indicated any cost to FTC. 
 

Next Steps 
 

• Confirm event details and funding applications for the cycling initiative. 

• Await further updates from CWAC regarding the Discover Frodsham Boards installation. 
 

Prepared by:  Cllr A Holman  
 
Date:   3rd March 2025 
 


