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Minutes from the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 18th August 2025 in 
Gallery 2, Castle Park Arts Centre at 7pm 

 
Attended by: Cllrs H Hayes (Chair) A Holman, P Lowrie & J O’Donoghue (Town Clerk) 

 
Note:  Under the Terms of Reference (para 5) for the Finance & General Purposes Committee, 3 

Councillors in attendance represents a quorum. 
 

Also attended by: Cllr M Garvey (CWAC) and 2 members of the public 
  

 
Meeting 2 
 

 

 Apologies for absence 

To receive apologies and reasons for absence. 

RESOLVED:  Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Moorcroft (ChALC training). Cllr 
Wood did not attend the meeting and no apologies were received.          

 Declarations of interest 

To note any declarations of interest    

NOTED:  There were no declarations of interest.          

 Requests from the public to speak 

Members of the public are invited to speak on items which are on the agenda.  

NOTED:  Cllr J Critchley attended as a member of the public and offered to deliver the 
Christmas vouchers to residents who applied from the Lakes Ward together with Cllr D Critchley. It 
was also noted that the car parking charges had increased from January 2025.   

 Cllr Garvey, in his capacity as Chair of the Castle Park Trust, expressed 
support for the proposed office relocation. He advised that the Trust has a responsibility to 
maximise its income and, as part of this, tenancy arrangements will be reviewed to ensure fairness 
and equity. It was noted that such a review may result in an increase in rents and the introduction 
of separate utility charges, which are currently included within the rental payments. Of the options 
presented, Cllr Garvey indicated a preference for the Station Approach premises. 

 A member of the public raised no objection to the office move, provided the 
building remained accessible for public meetings. Concerns were expressed regarding disaster 
recovery should the storage facility be discontinued. The Town Clerk advised that legal, land 
registry, and historic records are held at Cheshire Archives, while most other records, including 
cemetery and burial records, have been digitised. 
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 Minutes of the meeting held on 30th June 2025 

To accept and sign the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  

RESOLVED:  The minutes from the meeting were approved and signed.     

 Frodsham Town Council accounts             

(a) To note that the sum of all accounts as at 31st July 2025 was £507,574. 

NOTED 

(b) To approve the monthly Finance Report. 

RESOLVED:  The monthly Finance Report was approved and signed and will be added to 
the website. 

ACTION: JO 

(c) To note that the bank reconciliation checks as at 31st July 2025 will be reconciled to bank 
statements and cashbook by Cllr Wood. 

NOTED 

(d) To appoint a councillor to carry out the bank reconciliation checks as at 31st August 2025. 

RESOLVED:  It was agreed to appoint Cllr Holman to carry out the bank reconciliation 
checks on a date to be agreed. 

ACTION: AH 

 Annual Governance and Accountability Return 

To note that the external auditor (PKF Littlejohn) has completed the report and certificate, and 
no matters arose from the review. The Town Clerk/RFO published these documents 
immediately upon receipt on 12 August 2025, in accordance with regulations, and no further 
action is required.  This information will also be noted at the next full council meeting in 
accordance with audit regulations. 

NOTED 

 Christmas Voucher Scheme 

(a) To note the report provided relating to the 2024 Christmas Voucher Scheme. 

NOTED 

(b) To note and approve the 2025 Christmas Voucher Scheme. 

RESOLVED:  The 2025 Christmas Voucher Scheme was approved. 

(c) To approve the dates as follows: 

 

Advertise voucher scheme  From Monday 8th September 

2025 

Closing date for businesses and organisations Friday 25th October 2025 

Closing date for resident & Care home 

applications  

Friday 31st October 2025 

Vouchers posted by Friday 5th December 2025 

Deadline for residents to redeem vouchers Friday 6th February 2026 
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Deadline for businesses and organisations to 

redeem vouchers 

Friday 6th March 2026 

Deadline for FTC to reimburse businesses and 

organisations 

Monday 6th April 2026 
(we aim to process claims within 14 

days) 

 
RESOLVED:  The dates were approved. 

 Frodsham Town Council office 

(a) To note the report provided by the Town Clerk. 

NOTED 

(b) To consider whether to recommend proceeding to an Extraordinary Meeting of the Full 
Town Council for decision on relocation. 

RESOLVED:  It was unanimously agreed to recommend proceeding to an extra ordinary 
Meeting of the Full Town Council for decision on relocation. 

 Staffing 

To note that the Local Government Services Pay Agreement 2025 has been approved by the 
National Joint Council for Local Government Services, providing a 3.20% pay increase 
backdated to 1 April 2025. This adjustment has been applied and paid to all eligible 
employees in accordance with the terms of their employment contracts. 

NOTED 

 Action log 

To note the action log provided by the Town Clerk and confirm or update the status of 
outstanding actions. 

NOTED:  The action log was updated to note that Cllr Hayes has completed the action 
in regard to grants (minute ref: 30/06/2025/13) 

 Close of meeting 

The meeting closed at 19:15. 
 

 
 

 

 


