
 

Suspending Standing Orders 

1. Purpose 
To clarify whether a vote is required to suspend standing orders at a council meeting. 

2. Key point 

Standing orders can only be suspended by a formal decision of the meeting. 

3. What the Standing Orders say 

Standing Order 26(a) states: 

“All or part of a standing order, except one that incorporates mandatory statutory or legal 
requirements, may be suspended by resolution in relation to the consideration of an item on 
the agenda for a meeting.” 

The Standing Orders use the word “resolution”, this means: 

• a motion must be proposed and seconded, and 

• the motion must be put to the vote and agreed by the meeting. 

4. How a suspension is raised at a meeting 

Suspending standing orders is itself a type of motion. 

Standing Order 1(r)(ix) provides that: 

“When a motion is under debate, no other motion shall be moved except… 
(ix) to suspend particular standing order(s) excepting those which reflect mandatory 
statutory or legal requirements.” 

5. What councillors should remember 

• The chair does not have the power to suspend standing orders on their own 

• A vote of the meeting is required 

• Standing orders that reflect mandatory statutory or legal requirements cannot be 
suspended 

 


